
SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Wisdom 7:7-11 
Psalm:  89:12-17 
2nd Reading: 
Hebrews 4:12-13 

Gospel:  Mark 10:17-30 

10th October 2021 
TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

“It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God ” 
Mark 10:25 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Vacant position 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 am (after Mass) 

Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 
(currently available for regular bookings only) 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 

 

Sun 10 Oct TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Tina Gibbs RIP 
Yvonne Rea 

Mon 11 Oct St John XXIII -  
 
       No weekday Masses 
               this week 

Tues 12 Oct Feria - 

Wed 13 Oct St Edward the Confessor - 

Thur 14 Oct St Callistus - 

Fri 15 Oct St Teresa of Avila - 

Sat 16 Oct 1ST MASS OF SUNDAY 10.00 am †Catherine Teresa White RIP 

Sun 17 Oct TWENTY NINETH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Ian Warwick RIP 
†Fr Paul Spellman RIP 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 10TH OCTOBER – No Second Collection 
NEXT SUNDAY 17TH OCTOBER – World Missions 
The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by 
your gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

 
CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME – HELPERS NEEDED 
We are starting a confirmation programme at the end of this month with meetings taking place once a 
fortnight on Saturday afternoons, 3.30 – 5.30 pm in the hall.  Fr Antony is looking for volunteers who 
may be able to help support him at these meetings, either in a practical way, eg refreshments, meeting 
admin, or in providing some help to support the handing on of our faith.  You would not necessarily be 
needed at every session but a commitment to at least a few would be very much appreciated.  Please 
contact the parish office or Fr Antony if you would like further information or think you could help in 
any way. 

 

 
TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS 

Please join us in the hall for refreshments which take place every Sunday after the 10 am Mass and often after 
the Saturday Mass – Saturday 9th and 23rd October this month. 
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP SERVE TEA AND COFFEE PLEASE LET US KNOW! 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK:  Monday - Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 
 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 
 

A REFLECTION ON THIS SUNDAY’S GOSPEL 
 

Beyond Good Intentions 
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt 
down before him, and asked him, “Good teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Mark 10:17 
 

This story starts out looking quite good.  Here is a young man who 
is quite wealthy who comes to Jesus with a question grounded in 
faith.  By asking Jesus what He must do to inherit eternal life, this 
man most likely believed that Jesus had the answer.  And in his 
excitement, he wanted direction from Jesus. 
 
Jesus tells him that he must keep the Commandments, to which 
the young man responds that he has observed them from his 
youth.  But then Jesus says something that this young man never 
expected Him to say.  He says, “You are lacking in one thing. Go, 
sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  Ouch!  This must 
have stung this rich young man in the heart.  The passage 
continues by stating that this young man walked away sad as a 
result of what Jesus said. 
 
The young man started with good intentions, that is clear.  But 
good intentions are not enough.  Following Jesus and gaining 
eternal life is an all-consuming and radical commitment of every 
part of our lives.  It’s not enough to tell Jesus that we will keep 
the Commandments but that’s all.  Sure, that may get us into 
Purgatory, but what we should desire is Heaven!  So how do we 
obtain Heaven? 
 
We only obtain Heaven through a life of perfection.  Yes, it’s 
true.  If we want Heaven, we must ultimately become perfect in 
every way.  Every worldly attachment must disappear, and every 
sin must be overcome.  Our good intentions must turn into a 
radical and total gift of self to Jesus, seeking Him and only Him. 
 
The rich young man walked away sad because he failed to realize 
that Jesus’ invitation to him to give everything away was actually 
an act of love.  He did not understand that he would find 
happiness in this radical commitment to follow Christ. 
 
Reflect, today, upon the radical call of Jesus in your life.  He wants 
every part of your life.  You may have good intentions of trying to 
be good, but are you willing to go all the way following Christ in a 
full and unlimited way? 
 

A reflection for 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
My Catholic Life (www.mycatholic.life) 

 
ATTENTION ALL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS! 
For all those who have been Eucharistic Ministers pre-covid and 
wish to resume their role, plus any new volunteers – There will 
be a short briefing after each of the Masses over next weekend, 
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th October.  Please stay behind for 
10 minutes after the Mass you attend. 
 
WELCOMERS AND USHERS 
A Zoom meeting is being held for all existing and new 
Welcomers and Ushers on Tuesday 19th October at 7.30 pm.  
Please use the following link to join the meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82322449425? 

 

TUESDAY COFFEE MORNING – Starting 26th October 
A new coffee morning will be starting in the hall after 
the 10 am Mass on Tuesdays to which all are welcome.  
We are conscious that there are many senior members 
of our community who live alone or have felt isolated 
over the last 18 months and in particular we would like 
to offer this opportunity to you.  We hope that as this 
group evolves, we could possibly offer lunches and 
opportunities for occasional trips or other activities.  If 
you would like to talk to anyone about this, please see 
either Susie Warwick or Fiona Thompson after Mass at 
the weekends.  Otherwise, just turn up on Tuesday 26th 
October after Mass! 

 
ROSARY AT THE CEMETERY 
Sunday 24th October, 12.15 pm 
Weather permitting.  At Stoneham Cemetery. 
Meet at Fr Lynch’s grave. 
 
PARKING IN BELVEDERE ROAD AND CHURCH CAR PARK 
EMERGENCY ELECTRICITY WORKS 
Unfortunately work is still continuing for another couple of 
weeks and Kent Road remains closed at the junction with 
Portswood Road, next to the church.  To access parking along 
Belvedere Road or the car park behind the church you will need 
to turn into Belvedere Road, further up Portswood Road and 
drive through the Industrial Estate. 

 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue338?e=34c55ac6ce 
 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE VOCATIONS NEWSLETTER 
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/70Nmt9I9-
?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-
1108ca4991af#/main 

 
COULD YOU HELP IN OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AS A 

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR 
Across the diocese we have 412 
foundation governors, serving on the 
governing bodies of 56 maintained 
schools and academies.  With this large 
number of governors to recruit we are 
always looking for suitable parishioners 
to join them.  We currently have 69 

vacancies for foundation governors across 25 of our schools. 
 
What is a foundation governor? 
Foundation governors are 
volunteers who serve as the 
Bishop’s representative to assist in 
leading our Catholic schools. They 
work alongside other governors to 
form a governing body who are 
responsible for the strategic direction of the school.  Foundation 
governors take a particular interest and responsibility for 
admissions to the school, the employment of staff, Religious 
Education, Relationship Education, the prayer life of the school.  
The governors help determine the future for pupils attending our 
schools.  Further details and contact information can be found at 
the following link: 
https://portsmouthdiocese.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/CASOWebsiteD
ocumemntLibrary/EZJTM5j7Jv1KpZ4IHyI6Z0EBxeH7OaVl2_NTRVX
EQvwc5g?rtime=StzRcRmE2Ug 
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