
SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1ST Reading: 
Genesis 2:18-24 
Psalm:  127 
2nd Reading: 
Hebrews 2:9-11 

Gospel:  Mark 10:2-16 

3rd October 2021 
TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs” 
Mark 10:14 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Twitter: @icportswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Vacant position 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: Saturdays, 10.30 am (after Mass) 

Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 
(currently available for regular bookings only) 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 

 

Sun 03 Oct TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Stephen White RIP 
- 

Mon 04 Oct St Francis of Assisi -  
 
       No weekday Masses 
               this week 

Tues 05 Oct St Faustina Kowalska - 

Wed 06 Oct St Bruno - 

Thur 07 Oct Our Lady of the Rosary - 

Fri 08 Oct Feria - 

Sat 09 Oct 1ST MASS OF SUNDAY 10.00 am †Zbigniew Wolas RIP 

Sun 10 Oct TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

10.00 am 
5.30 pm 

†Tina Gibbs RIP 
- 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love You above 

all things and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to You 

now and forever. 
Amen 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:– 
TODAY, SUNDAY 3RD OCTOBER – CAFOD 
NEXT SUNDAY 10TH OCTOBER – No second collection 
The Parish Bank Account details are: 
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 
Account No: 00887995 

For donations please give a reference followed by 
your gift aid number if you donate in this way. e.g: 
GEN = General Fund (offertory collection),  
ERF = Emergency Relief Fund 

CAFOD second collection today 
This year CAFOD Family Fast Day, which was on Friday last week, is 
supporting the Climate Crisis appeal.   
CAFODs locally placed experts are helping people all over the world adapt to 
climate change and to protect our common home. By donating to CAFOD 
today you can help communities affected by the worst impact of the climate 
crisis. You can donate either online on the CAFOD website at 
www.CAFOD.org.uk/climatecrisis   or by using your usual envelopes or by 
leaving your donation in the baskets as you leave the church this weekend.  

Below you can read further information about supporting the CAFOD Climate Crisis appeal. 
 

 
TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS 

Please join us for refreshments after the 10 am Masses on Saturdays and Sundays.  IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP 
SERVE TEA AND COFFEE PLEASE LET US KNOW! 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK:  Monday - Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 
 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur
http://www.cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis


 
A REFLECTION ON THIS SUNDAY’S GOSPEL 

 
From the Beginning… 

“But from the beginning of creation, God made them 
male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no 
human being must separate.” Mark 10:6–9 
 

Those three words, “From the beginning,” are key words for 
our day and age.  It is important for people of faith to 
recognize not only the supernatural gifts God has given us but 
also the natural gifts.  The supernatural gifts are all those gifts 
given us by the Cross of Christ.  His life, death and Resurrection 
poured forth upon us grace from Heaven and made holiness, 
salvation and Heaven possible.  But there is a whole other 
order of “gift” that God gave us that we often take for 
granted.  That’s the gift of nature. 
 
Creation itself, the order of the Universe, our humanity and the 
natural design of God are all gifts.  Science can do much to 
discover the secrets and mysteries of the natural world, but 
ultimately a full understanding of even the natural world is 
mysterious, deep and awe-inspiring. 
 
One aspect of the natural world God gave us is our 
sexuality.  “God made them male and female…”  This natural 
design is part of the glorious wisdom of the Creator and must 
be understood, loved and respected fully.  Being “male and 
female” is something that is quite obvious and naturally 
understood.  Within each person are certain attributes, 
desires, tendencies, etc., that go hand in hand with being 
either male or female.   
 
In many ways, the uniqueness and complementarity of the 
sexes have been challenged and even disregarded at times, 
especially in our day and age.  But deep down we all 
understand that being male or female is part of who we are.  It 
makes up our very identity as a person and brings with it many 
blessings.  Femininity and masculinity, at times, also can 
become distorted and confused.  But in essence, these 
attributes of our personhood cannot be discarded or 
denied.  In fact, embracing who we are in our nature is nothing 
more than being honest and enables us to continue down the 
road of true natural integrity. 
 
Reflect, today, upon the many ways that being “male and 
female” are natural blessings from God.  Reflect, also, upon 
the ways that these natural gifts are challenged and 
undermined in our world today.  Embrace who you are, 
embrace who God made you to be, and let that natural gift 
from God flourish in your life. 
 

A reflection for 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
My Catholic Life (www.mycatholic.life) 

 
 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue337?e=34c55ac6ce 

 
 

COVID UPDATE FROM 
BISHOP PHILIP 
Clarification of Government 
guidance & Guidance from the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
England and Wales 
 

I have had a couple of queries about the latest guidance on 
coronavirus related restrictions. The government guidance 
published on 16 July relating to places of worship includes the 
following: 
 There are no longer limits on the number of people 

meeting. This means there are no restrictions on group 
sizes for attending communal worship. 

 Legal requirements for social distancing no longer apply 
and there is no need to stay 2 metres apart from people 
who do not live together. 

 There are no legal restrictions on the number of people 
that can attend a place of worship, including at significant 
life events, such as, baptisms. 

 Face coverings are no longer required by law in any setting. 
However, the Government expects and recommends that 
people wear face coverings in crowded areas, such as on 
public transport. 

 There are no longer limits on the number of people who 
can sing indoors or outdoors. This includes indoor 
congregational and communal singing. 

 
However, there are steps that the Government asks everyone 
to consider in order to reduce the risk of transmission, such 
as: 
 Cleaning surfaces that people touch regularly and good 

hygiene. 
 Identifying poorly ventilated areas and taking steps to 

improve air flow; 
 Ensuring those who are unwell do not attend; 
 Communicating to everyone the measures put in place. 
More detailed information specifically on places of worship 
and workplaces is available from the 'Bishops Conference' 
and 'Health and Safety Executive'. 
 
NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS COURSE 
20th and 28th October, 7.30 pm in the church for all who have 
expressed an interest. (please note change of date for the 
second session) 
 
TAKING COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND 
2nd November, 7.30 pm in the church 
A course for all involved in this ministry 
 
PARKING IN BELVEDERE ROAD AND CHURCH CAR PARK 
EMERGENCY ELECTRICITY WORKS 
Please be advised that for the next week, Kent Road remains 
closed at the junction with Portswood Road, next to the 
church.  To access parking along Belvedere Road or the car 
park behind the church you will need to turn into Belvedere 
Road, further up Portswood Road and drive through the 
Industrial Estate. 
 
THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2021: 
“We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a 
simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in 
our young people who are resolutely committed to this” 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%2010.6%E2%80%939
https://portsmouthdiocese.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04bcc8430c87c5529461e65e6&id=392690cafb&e=f3883bb18e
https://portsmouthdiocese.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04bcc8430c87c5529461e65e6&id=0d237a7807&e=f3883bb18e


LAUDATO SI' – ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME, is 
the second encyclical of Pope Francis.  In it, the pope 
critiques consumerism and irresponsible development, 
laments environmental degradation and global warming, 
and calls all people of the world to take "swift and unified 
global action.  Some of the ways we can take 
responsibility and respond could be through some of the 
CAFOD initiatives. 
 
CAFOD CLIMATE CRISIS PETITION 
COP26, the 2021 United Nations climate change 
conference takes place in Glasgow in November this year.  
World leaders will gather to agree a plan to end the 
climate crisis.  CAFOD have set up a petition to highlight 
to the UK Government the urgency of the situation and 
urge them to show the ambition we need to protect our 
common home and end the climate crisis. 
There are a few leaflets available in the porch if you would 
like to sign a hard copy and send it off.  Alternatively you 
can sign it on line at www.cafod.org.uk/reclaim 

Leading up to the COP26 conference CAFOD are asking if 
you could GO GREEN BY TAKING ON A CLIMATE-RELATED 
FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE! There are lots of things you 
could do - how about a cycling challenge, going 
vegetarian or plastic-free? Sign up, start collecting 
sponsors and raise money to help fight the climate crisis! 
“Together we can shine a light on some of the causes of 
the climate emergency while doing our bit to guard God's 
creation and protect our common home”. 
Top find out more about the Go Green and Give Challenge 
go to the following link www.cafod.org.uk/GoGreen 
 

ASSISTED DYING BILL 
This October, an ‘Assisted Dying’ Bill will be debated in 
the House of Lords. If successful it will allow a terminally 
ill adult with less than 6 months to live, assistance to 
commit suicide. The Catholic Church teaches that this 
represents a crime against human life, we cannot directly 
choose to take the life of another, even if they request it. 
The Bishops therefore urge you to PRAY this Bill is 
defeated, WRITE to Peers and MPs expressing concern 
about this proposed legislation and SHARE our resources 
and those of our allies, in the weeks ahead with family 
and friends, especially via social media.  Guidance on how 
to write to politicians can be found here:  
parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-or-lord/ 
Resources, which will be updated in the weeks ahead, can 
be found on the Bishops Conference of England and 
Wales website here: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/life-
issues/ 
You can read more information about this issue here: 
https://mailchi.mp/cbcew/opposing-the-assisted-dying-bill-
2021?e=d8f421addf 

ST GEORGE 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
OPEN EVENING 
Thursday 7th October 
5.30 – 8.00 pm 
Parents considering a place 
for their children at St 
George Catholic College will 
have the opportunity to 
look around our 
classrooms, meet teachers 
and discover what makes 
an education at St George 
so sought after.  We ask 
please, that all adults wear 
a face covering during their 

visit, except those who are exempt, so that everyone stays 
safe.  
 
COULD YOU HELP IN OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AS A 

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR 
Across the diocese we have 412 
foundation governors, serving on 
the governing bodies of 56 
maintained schools and 
academies.  With this large 
number of governors to recruit we 
are always looking for suitable 
parishioners to join them.  We 

currently have 69 vacancies for foundation governors 
across 25 of our schools. 
 
What is a foundation governor? 
Foundation governors are 
volunteers who serve as the 
Bishop’s representative to assist 
in leading our Catholic schools. 
They work alongside other 
governors to form a governing 
body who are responsible for 
the strategic direction of the 
school.  Foundation governors take a particular interest and 
responsibility for admissions to the school, the employment 
of staff, Religious Education, Relationship Education, the 
prayer life of the school.  The governors help determine the 
future for pupils attending our schools.  Further details and 
contact information can be found at the following link: 
https://portsmouthdiocese.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/CASOWebsi
teDocumemntLibrary/EZJTM5j7Jv1KpZ4IHyI6Z0EBxeH7OaVl
2_NTRVXEQvwc5g?rtime=StzRcRmE2Ug 
 
CTS SUNDAY MISSAL 2022 

If anyone is interested in ordering a copy 
of next year’s Sunday Missal, please let the 
parish office know as we are able to buy 
them for a small discount as part of a bulk 
order.  You can view details of it at the link 
below.   Especially useful if you are 
following the Mass at home, or for your 
own personal reflection on the Sunday 

Masses, or for anyone who is learning about the Mass, eg 
First Holy Communion children or Confirmation Candidates. 
https://www.ctsbooks.org/product/sunday-missal-2022/
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