
29TH MAY and 5TH JUNE 2022 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER AND PENTECOST SUNDAY, YEAR C 

“I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, 
 so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and so that I may be in them.” 

John 17:26 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: See notice below 

Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 

THIS SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 
1st Reading: 
Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm: 
96:1-2,6-9 
2nd Reading: 
Appoc 22:12,14,16-17,20 
Gospel: 
John 17:20-26 

Sun 29 May SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

8.30 am  
10.30 am  

Una Collings RIP 
Clementina Adebayo RIP 

Mon 30 May of the 7th week of Easter - No Mass  

Tues 31 May The Visitation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.00 am David Brooks RIP 

Wed 01 June St Justin 11.00 am Funeral - Jean Dowds 

Thur 02 June of the 7th week of Easter 10.00 am Ange Tchuisseu & Joseph Kamtchum 

Fri 03 June St Charles Lwanga & 
Companions 

9.30 am Rosary 

Sat 04 June of the 7th week of Easter 10.00 am - 

Sun 05 June PENTECOST SUNDAY 8.30 am  
10.30 am  

- 
Gloria Atton RIP 

Mon 06 June The Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church 

- No Mass  
5TH JUNE SUNDAY 
READINGS 
1st Reading: 
Acts 2:1-11 
Psalm: 
103:1,24,29-31,34 
2nd Reading: 
Romans 8:8-17 
Gospel: 
John 14:15-16,23-26 

Tues 07 June Feria 10.00 am - 

Weds 08 June Feria -  No Mass 

Thurs 09 June Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Enternal High Priest 

10.00 am - 

Fri 10 June Feria 9.30 am Rosary 

Sat 11 June St Barnabas 10.00 am - 

Sun 12 June THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 8.30 am 
10.30 am 

- 
- 

 

TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASSES 
Please join us in the hall for refreshments 
after the Sunday 10.30 am Mass this 
weekend. 

 

TUESDAY COFFEE MORNING 
EVERY WEEK AFTER 10 AM Mass 
Please join us in the hall for 
coffee on Tuesday mornings.  A 
friendly welcome awaits you.  If 
you have any queries, please see 
either Susie Warwick or Fiona 
Thompson after Mass at the weekends.  Otherwise, 
just turn up! 

 

FUNERAL 
Jean Dowds RIP 
Jean’s funeral will take place next week on 
Wednesday 1st June, 11 am. 

 

BAPTISM 
This weekend, we welcome into our 
faith community Joshua, son of 
Michael & Agnes.  He will be baptised 
on Saturday at 12.30 pm.  Please 
remember Joshua and his family at this 
significant point in their journey in 
faith.  
 

 

LADY CHAPEL FOR USE BY FAMILIES AT MASS 
Please note that the Lady Chapel is now available again 
for families with young children to use during Mass on 
Sundays.  Any toys used should however, be cleaned 
using the wipes provided after use please! 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED THIS WEEK 
RE-OPENS ON TUESDAY 6TH JUNE 

 
 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


Unity and Perfection in Christ 
Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed 
saying: “Holy Father, I pray not only for them, 
but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, so that they may all be one, as you, 
Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may 
be in us, that the world may believe that you 
sent me. And I have given them the glory you 
gave me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one…” John 17:20–22 

 
What an amazing prayer! Don’t miss the meaning of 
this prayer. This is Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer that He 
prayed just before He was arrested. This prayer 
concludes the Last Supper at which Jesus instituted 
the Most Holy Eucharist. It is truly His Eucharistic 
prayer that culminates in the offering of His life on 
the Cross. This prayer is not only a prayer; it is also a 
teaching about the life that we are invited to share in 
with our Lord. 
 
Note that in the passage quoted above, Jesus prayed 
not only for the disciples, “but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word.” In other 
words, Jesus was praying for you and for everyone 
who would hear and respond to the Gospel. And His 
prayer was that you share in the perfect union that 
Jesus shares with the Father. He prayed that all may 
be one in the same way that He and the Father are 
one. Again, this is an amazing prayer! 
 
To begin, it is important to understand the concept 
of unity. Deep within each of us is a longing to be 
united to another. The draw to marriage, the love of 
a parent and child, the desire for friends, and the 
bonding together as a community all point to this 
desire. We want unity. We want to be one. 
Unfortunately, our natural ability to form a holy 
union with others was deeply wounded by Original 
Sin. For that reason, the most central mission of the 
Son of God was not only to restore that which was 
lost, but to transform it into something even greater. 
Now, because of the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus, we are not only able to live in peace with each 
other, we are also able to share in a new spiritual 
union with God Himself. This union goes to the heart 
and soul of who we are. 
 
Look within you and try to discover the innate desire 
you have for communion with others. When properly 
understood, pondering this desire is very consoling 
and enticing. If you can separate selfishness, lust, 
and possessiveness from the equation, you are left 

with a very holy desire for union with others. Try to 
discover this desire within. 
As you discover this desire that God placed within 
you, learn from Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer. 
Understand that this desire is only completely 
fulfilled by entering into the life and unity of the 
Most Holy Trinity. We are called to share in God’s 
very life. When that happens, we also share in a 
perfect and holy union with one another. In this life, 
a holy marriage is an earthly prefiguration of that 
union that is to come. In Heaven, the divine marriage 
to which we are called will enable us to fulfill every 
human desire we have. 
 
Reflect, today, upon the draw you have within you to 
live in union with others. As you ponder this desire, 
know that it can only be fulfilled by accepting the 
invitation from the Most Holy Trinity to share in Their 
divine life. Prayerfully read Jesus’ prayer to the 
Father and know that He was praying this for you. 
Join with Him in this prayer and make it your own so 
that your every human desire will begin to be fulfilled 
in God. 

A reflection for the 7th Sunday of Easter, Year C 
My Catholic Life, www.mycatholic.life.com 

 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:–  
TODAY, SUNDAY 29TH  MAY  - Catholic Communications 
Network 
NEXT SUNDAY 5th JUNE – No second Collection 
SUNDAY 12TH JUNE – No second Collection 
 
Our Second Collection this Sunday is for the Catholic 
Communications Network, as we mark World 
Communications Day. In his message for the Fifty-
Sixth World Day of Social Communications, Pope 
Francis has encouraged us to foster the ability to 
listen – to God, to one another, to the cry of those in 
need and to those from whom we may differ. Today’s 
appeal assists the Church to cultivate an attitude of 
attentiveness, and to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ with people throughout the world. 
 
Donations can be made in cash, by cheque or using 
our card payment machine in the church porch.  
For all donations given in ANY envelope – purple, 
yellow, brown or your own, PLEASE MAKE IT CLEAR 
WHAT YOUR DONATION IS FOR, so that we can ensure 
it goes to the fund to which it was intended, ie General 
Fund (Offertory collection) or the name of the second 
collection you are donating to.  If you are registered 
with the parish for gift aid, please also ensure your 
gift aid number is given on the envelope.   
The Parish Bank Account details are:  
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church, 
Sort Code: 30-93-04,  Account No: 00887995  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%2017.20%E2%80%9322
http://www.mycatholic.life.com/


PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE 
E NEWS 

Activities, events, news 
and job vacancies from 
around the Diocese,  

                locally and further afield. 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue365?e=3
4c55ac6ce 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PARTY 
SUNDAY 19TH JUNE, 12 NOON 

Following Mass on Sunday 19th June 
there will be a procession, shared 
lunch and games for children who 

made their First Holy Communion during 2021 and 2022.  
This is a delayed party as we were unable to celebrate 
together during the restrictions of the pandemic.  We 
look forward to seeing as many as possible of these 
children and their families! 

 
NEW DIOCESAN WEBSITE 
Our Diocesan website has just been update making it 
much more attractive, clearer and easier to navigate 
useful information.  You can view it at the following 
website:  https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 

 

CAKE SALE - Sunday 5th June after the 10.30 am Mass 
Volunteers are needed to make cakes.  Please bring 
any cakes to the church hall at least 15 minutes for 
Mass starts.  Please bring cash to buy cakes!  All 
proceeds to the general parish funds. 
We also need volunteers to help sell the 
cakes.  If you are able to help in any 
way, please contact Maria 
Maddocks on 07835121496 or 
speak to her or Gemma Siddons 
after Mass.  All support very much 
appreciated. 

 

A BOOKLET FOR THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
Do you have memories or photos of celebrations of the 
Queen’s Coronation day or of the celebrations of 
another Jubilee year (1977, 2002, 2012)?  We are putting 
together a booklet of parishioners memories and 
photos (similar to the one produced for VE day during 
lockdown) to make available to all.  If you have 
anything you could contribute in writing or any photos, 
please give them to Mary Gobbi after Mass or leave 
them in the orange post box in the church porch for 
her to collect.  Alternatively you can e mail them to 
Mary at worship@immaculateconception.church.  As 
the Jubilee weekend is not far off, all items need to be 
in by THE END OF TODAY!  We look forward to 
receiving your stories! 

 

CARE ASSISTANTS NEEDED 
The Catholic Home Care is expanding! 
Due to increased demand, we need more home care 
assistants to join our team. If you, or someone you 
know, likes elderly people & would like a part-time job, 
is this something that would suit? 
Good rate of pay (£9.80 ph.), paid holidays & flexible 
working through Mon – Friday time. Core business 
domestic support (cleaning & shopping) to help elderly 
people to stay in their own homes for longer. Car driver 
an advantage, but not essential. For more details & 
application pack call Anne Monaghan or Marina Joyce 
on 023 8017 0498 

 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS DAY 
Saturday 25th June, 11 am – 3 pm 

At Victory Gospel Church, Portswood 
Come and find out more about Mental Health services 
and support, and the drop-in facilities for help in the 
city.   
Stalls with lots of information.  Free refreshments & 
lunch.  All Welcome.  More details and registration 
forms are available on the poster in the church porch. 
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