
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 
SUNDAY 5TH – SUNDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2025 

“We are merely servants:  we have done no more than our duty”  
Luke 17:10 

Our Parish vision is to bring people closer to Christ 
by inviting, welcoming, nurturing and nourishing everyone 

Address: 346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 
Tel: (023) 8055 5470 

Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, (Reg Charity No: 1199568) 

Bank details: CDP, Immaculate Conception Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04 

 Account No: 00887995 

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Chiatu 
Parish Deacon:  Dcn Gerard Dailly 

Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 
University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 

Safeguarding Officer: Laura Sparmann 
(safeguarding@immaculateconception.church) 

Parish Secretary: Vacant position (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: After 10 am Mass on Saturdays 
Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

REGULAR MASS TIMES 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS MONTH 

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 
Saturday 

 
Holy days of 

Obligation 
 

8.30 am & 10 .30 am 
No Mass 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
 
10 am & 7.30 pm 

Sun 5th Oct  8.30 am 
Sun 12th Oct 8.30 am 

10.30 am 
Tues 14th Oct 

Sun 19th Oct 8.30 am 
Tues 21st Oct 

Fri 24th Oct 

Tina Gibbs RIP 
Fr Paul Spellman RIP 
Ian Warwick RIP 
Catherine White RIP 
Kathleen White RIP 
Gretta Andrews RIP 
Lorance Perera RIP 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A MASS INTENTION, 
PLEASE GIVE DETAILS TO FR ANTHONY 
UNTIL THE PARISH OFFICE RE-OPENS. 

OTHER REGULAR LITURGIES & DEVOTIONS SECOND COLLECTIONS THIS MONTH 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 

Friday 

9.00 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6.oo pm Eucharistic Adoration 
9.00 am Eucharistic Adoration 
9.30 am Rosary 
 

Sunday 5th Oct  
Sunday 12th Oct 
Sunday 19th Oct 
Sunday 26th Oct 

No second collection 
CAFOD 
Missio – World Mission Sunday 
Bamenda 

SUNDAY READINGS FOR OCTOBER  OTHER REGULAR WEEKLY ACTIVIES IN THE PARISH 

5TH OCT 
 
 
 
 
12TH OCT 
 
 
 
 
19TH OCT 
 
 
 
 
26TH OCT 

 

1st Reading:  Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 
Psalm: 94:1-2,6-9 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14 
Gospel:  Luke 17:5-10 
 
1st Reading:  Kings 5:14-17 
Psalm: 98:1-4 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13 
Gospel:  Luke 17:11-19 
 
1st Reading:  Exodus 17:8-13 
Psalm: 121:1-8 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 
Gospel:  Luke 18:1-8 
 
1st Reading:  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18 
Psalm: 34:2-317-18, 19, 23 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Gospel:  Luke 18:9-14 

 All Welcome to join……. 
Mon - Cooking with Confidence – 11 am – 1 pm – church hall kitchen 
Tues - Tea & Coffee after 10 am Mass – church hall 

- RCIA – 7 pm – 8.30 pm in the church hall 
Weds - Parent & Toddler Group (term time only) 

10.30 am – 12 noon, church hall 
- Choir Practice  7 pm in the church. 

Thurs - Maintaining the parish gardens – from 10 am 
- Caritas Activity Event – 11 am in the church hall 

Sun - Refreshments after 10.30 am Mass- church hall 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGES DURING OCTOBER, TO OUR 

REGULAR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS IN THE PARISH: 

Tues 7th Oct – 10.00 am Eucharistic Service instead of Mass 
- There will be no Eucharistic Adoration 

 
Weds 15th Oct – 10.00 am Eucharistic Service instead of Mass 
 
Tues AM, Weds evening and Friday AM during October 
 – praying the Rosary during Eucharistic Adoration times 

 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


 

TODAY’S GOSPEL REFLECTION: 
Nourished by Faith 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” The Lord replied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard 
seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” 
Luke 17:5–6 

 
Is it possible to completely uproot a tree and plant it in the sea? It’s certainly hard to imagine how. It is especially hard to 
imagine doing so with a simple command of faith. Uprooting a tree is hard enough to imagine, but it is even more 
difficult to imagine a tree being planted in the sea. Though water is necessary, one cannot plant a tree in the sea and 
expect it to grow. But that’s partly the point. We often underestimate the power of true faith. Saint Matthew’s Gospel 
says that faith can move mountains. Saint Luke’s says it can uproot a tree and replant it in the sea. All it takes to do so is 
faith the size of a mustard seed. 
 
How much faith is equal to a mustard seed? A mustard seed is small, very small. It measures only about one millimeter in 
length. People who worked the soil at that time would have known that it was among the smallest of seeds they 
planted. For that reason, Jesus uses this familiar image to teach the apostles that faith, even a little faith, is powerful. 
 
Jesus’ teaching comes in response to a prayer on the part of the apostles. “Increase our faith,” they said. Jesus’ 
response, inviting them to have only a little faith, implies that their faith was quite weak. To increase their faith to the 
size of a mustard seed suggests that they did not even have a little faith yet. Most likely they were aware of that fact, 
and that was the reason they asked Jesus to increase their faith. They perceived their lacking and turned to Him Who 
could help. 
 
One of the first steps to increasing faith is to humbly admit our lack of faith. In our pride, we often want to convince 
ourselves and others that we are filled with faith. But if that were the case, God would be doing incredible things 
through us. He would be doing that which is otherwise humanly impossible. 
 
Obviously, faith does not give us magical powers by which we can literally command a tree to uproot itself and plant 
itself in the sea. This imagery is meant to tell us that faith will work miracles of faith, not necessarily physical miracles. In 
fact, if God ever did use us and our faith to work a physical miracle, it would only happen because it was a motivation for 
the far more important gift of the increase of faith. 
 
What, then, can a little faith do? It can uproot sin from your heart and from the hearts of those around you. It can 
nourish you and others in ways that seem impossible. Just as a tree cannot normally be planted in the sea and survive, 
the gift of faith, even a little faith, will enable the soul to be nourished and strengthened in ways that otherwise seem 
impossible. A martyr perfectly illustrates this fact. Normally, persecution and death are not considered to be nourishing 
to a person. But when a person has faith and suffers martyrdom on account of Christ, then their soul will be fed by the 
persecution itself. And that is among the greatest of miracles possible. Suffering, persecution, illness, poverty, and 
every other difficulty imaginable are transformed by God into a source of nourishment when we endure them with true 
faith. 
 
Reflect, today, upon the prayer of the apostles: “Increase our faith.” Some of the greatest mystics taught that faith 
darkens the intellect. By this darkening, they mean that, by faith, God will lead us into the unknown, on a path that He 
alone is aware of. We will become instruments of His transforming grace in ways that are completely beyond our 
natural abilities. Pray for an increase of faith. When our Lord hears your humble prayer, by which you also confess your 
lack of faith, He will increase that faith, uproot sin and evil, and plant your soul in places in which you become nourished 
in ways that you could have never imagined possible. 

A reflection for the twenty seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C 
www.mycatholic.life 

 

If you like to read these Sunday Gospel reflections, future weeks this month can be found at 
https://mycatholic.life/upcoming-reflections/#cal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ref.ly/Luke%2017.5%E2%80%936;rsvce?t=biblia
http://www.mycatholic.life/
https://mycatholic.life/upcoming-reflections/#cal


PARISH NOTICES 
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? 
OR WANT TO DEEPEN YOUR FAITH? 

 
Our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) program 
begins on Tuesday 4th November, and we warmly invite: 

• Those who are not baptised and are exploring the 
Catholic faith, 

• Christians from other traditions who feel drawn to 
the Catholic Church, 

• Baptised Catholics who have not yet received First 
Holy Communion or Confirmation, 

• And anyone who wants to grow in understanding 
and love of the Catholic faith. 

Sessions take place on Tuesdays from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm — just 1½ hours each week — in a welcoming and 
supportive environment. If you’ve been thinking about 
the Church, or if someone you know is feeling called to 
take the next step, this is a wonderful opportunity to 
explore the journey of faith. To register or find out more, 
please Email the parish office 
office@immculateconception.church  and also speak to 
Fr Anthony or Deacon Gerard after Mass. 
“Come and see…” (John 1:39) 
 

 

BAMENDA SUNDAY 
We’re excited to share that Bamenda Sunday will be 
celebrated this year on Sunday, 26th October 2025, 
the last Sunday of October. 
While we traditionally mark this special day on the 
first Sunday of November, this year it coincides with 
the Feast of All Saints; a beautiful solemnity in our 
Church. Moving Bamenda Sunday allows us to give 
full and joyful attention to both celebrations. Join us 
on 26th October as we stand in solidarity with our 
sisters and brothers in the Archdiocese of Bamenda. 
Your prayers and support continue to make a real 
difference. 
 

 

OCTOBER – THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
This month of October, Pope Leo XIV invites the faithful to 
pray the Rosary daily for peace in our world and to be 
faithful instruments of reconciliation in their daily lives. 
 
If you are not available during the day, please consider 
joining us in the Lady Chapel during our Adoration time 
on Wednesday evenings. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
CHRISTMAS FAIR, Saturday 22nd November. 

More details will be published soon! 

 

WELCOME TO ALL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
A warm welcome to the parish for all our students 
returning for another year and to all new students.  If 
you would like to know more about what is going on at 
Immaculate Conception parish and how you could get 
involved, please do speak to Fr Anthony or Deacon 
Gerard after Mass.  

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY – GROWING TOGETHER IN FAITH 
We are blessed to have so many children actively taking 
part in our parish liturgies. To help them continue 
growing in faith, we encourage those who have received 
their First Holy Communion to remain in church during 
Mass, since they are now full communicants sharing fully 
in the Eucharist with the parish family. Please be assured 
that every Mass will continue to include children in 
prayer, song, and reflection, so that their faith is 
nourished week by week. In addition, starting in 
November, every third Sunday of the month, we will 
celebrate a special Children’s Liturgy at Mass. On these 
occasions, the children will take part more visibly 
through the readings, prayers, and a homily prepared 
especially for them. In this way, our parish liturgies will 
always make space for our children’s voices, while also 
helping them to grow more deeply into the full life of the 
Church. 

 

ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE GRAVES 
Remembrance Sunday, 9th November 2025. 

Time and meeting place TBC 
 

CAFOD YEAR OF JUBILEE 
ACTIVITIES HERE IN SOUTHAMPTON 

We are delighted to welcome the CAFOD Year of Jubilee 
Icon to our deanery and warmly invite parishioners from 
ALL churches to join us for a special week of prayer, 
reflection, and community.  The Icon will be on display 
at: St Joseph’s Church: From Saturday 11 October, 4pm 
until Sunday 12 October, 2pm and St Edmund’s Church: 
Saturday 11 until 4pm and then Sunday 12 October (from 
2pm) through Saturday 19 October. St Edmund’s Church 
will be open daily from 9am to 8pm — including 
Sundays. There will be confessions, Mass and Adoration 
at our usual times. Activities include prayer, reflection, 
and refreshments for pilgrims, plus soup lunch on Sat 
11, in St Edmund’s Hall. For a calendar of events please 
visit: https://tinyurl.com/jubilee-soton Or contact Marina 
mjoyce@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

FATIMA FESTIVAL AT THE CATHEDRAL: St John’s 
Cathedral, Portsmouth will host the National Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima and relics of Saints 
Francisco and Jacinta Marto on Saturday 4th – Sunday 
5th October. The weekend includes Mass with Bishop 
Philip, the Rosary, talks, and opportunities for 
veneration. 
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PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE 
E NEWS & JOB VACANCIES 

Activities, events, news and job 
vacancies from around the Diocese. 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue505?e=3312c
a1e7b 

 
PORTSMOUTH VOCATIONS NEWSLETTER 

https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/a2PcLROzW?langua
geTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af 

 

 

ADoRE day of spiritual renewal 25th October. 
You are invited to a special celebration of 50 years of 
ministry, with Bishop Philip Egan, Charles Whitehead 
KSG, and the Basingstoke Filipino Choir. Face to face 
meeting at St. Bede's Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire. RG24 9DX  9.30-15.30 including prayer for 
healing. Theme: is "PILGRIMS OF HOPE: THE PATH OF 
PRAYER" - Our spiritual pilgrimage into an intimate 
relationship with Jesus. Register in advance for in-person 
attendance at  bit.ly/ADOREOCT2025 Morning 10.00-1.00 
will also be live-streamed at: 
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk/live/ Further 
information at www.altonrenewal.com/this_month 
 

 

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS & REFUGEES: This weekend 
marks the 111th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
with the theme “Migrants: Missionaries of Hope.” It is a 
time to reflect on the journeys of those who leave 
everything behind in search of safety and to stand with 
them in faith and solidarity.   More information can be 
found on the CARITAS website as follows: 
https://www.caritas.org/2025/06/world-refugee-day-
standing-together-for-hope-home-humanity/ 

 

FORMATION MORNING FOR READERS 
Fr Anthony Fyk, Director of Liturgical Formation along 
with the Liturgy Project team invites you to a formation 
morning for Readers at St Bede’s, Basingstoke on 
Saturday 18th October. All readers, experienced and 
new, are very welcome to attend. This day will include a 
session on Lectio Divina. Anyone wishing to attend either 
day should register via 
liturgy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. Why not visit our 
Liturgy Project website to see what else the Diocesan 
Liturgical Formation Team has to offer.  

 

JUBILEE TOUR TO WESTPORT, KNOCK & CO MAYO 
10th November 2025,   £799.00 pps.  Price includes flight 
from Heathrow or Luton, 10kg hold luggage, 4 nights’ in 
4* Castlecourt Hotel, Westport with Dinner, Bed & 
Breakfast.  Full use of leisure facilities. All entertainment, 
excursions and transport included.  Visit Knock Shrine, 
Ballintubber Abbey, Fr. Peyton Centre & Kylemore 
Abbey.  Irish music nightly.  Single supplement on 
Enquiry.  Contact 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.   
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