
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH              

22nd June 2025  
CORPUS CHRISTI 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes . 1 Cor. 11:26 

Our Parish vision is to bring people closer to Christ 
by inviting, welcoming, nurturing and nourishing everyone 

Address: 346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 
Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 
Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, (Reg Charity No: 1199568) 

Bank details: CDP, Immaculate Conception Church 
  Sort Code: 30-93-04 
   Account No: 00887995 

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Chiatu 
Parish Deacon:  Dcn Gerard Dailly 
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 
University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Laura Sparmann 
(safeguarding@immaculateconception.church) 
Parish Secretary: Cecilia Kovacs (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: After 10 am Mass on Saturdays 
Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN NEXT WEEK: Tuesday/Friday 10:00-5 pm, Wednesday/Thursday 1 - 5pm 
 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT 
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days Times & Liturgies Mass Intentions 
Sun 22 June CORPUS CHRISTI  

The Body and Blood of Christ 
8.30 am 
10.30 am 

Mass  
Mass  

 
Stavros RIP 

Mon 23 June St Etheldreda, Abbess  NO MASS  

Tue 24 June THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE 
BAPTIST 

9.00 am 
10.00 am 

Eucharistic adoration 
Mass 

Leighanne McKinley-Jones 

Wed 25 June Feria 10.00 am 
6:00 pm 

Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration 

 

Thu 26 June Feria 10.00 am Mass  

Fri 27 June THE MOST SACRED HEART OF 
JESUS 

9.00 am 
9.300 am 
10.00 am 

Eucharistic adoration 
Rosary 
Mass 

 

Sat 28 June St Irenaeus, Bishop, Doctor of 
the Church 

10.00am  Eucharistic service  

Sun 29 June Ss PETER & PAUL, Apostles 8.30 am 
 
10.30 am 

Mass  
 
Mass  

For Fr Martin Plunkett’s intentions 
and for vocations to the priesthood 
Brian Physick 98th birthday 

 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY           NEXT WEEK IN THE PARISH 

 
 

1st Reading: Genesis 14:18-20 
Psalm: Ps 110(109):1. 2. 3. 4. ℟4bc 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
Gospel: Luke 9:11b-17 

Mon 23rd Cooking Class with Caritas – 11am in the Parish hall 
Tues 24th Tea & Coffee after 10 am service – Parish hall 
Wed 25th Adoration for students and anyone else who would like to 

join us – 6-7 pm in the Lady Chapel 
Thu 26th Caritas activity group– 11 am 

Sun 29th Refreshments after mass 
 Choir Practice - 11.30 am in the church. All welcome to join  

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
22nd June: No second collection 
29th June Peters Pence 

 

WONDER AND AWE BEFORE THE EUCHARIST 
 

While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is my body.” Then 
he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, 

which will be shed for many.” Mark 14:22–24 (Year B Gospel) 

 
At the holy Mass, as soon as the priest pronounces the words of the consecration, transforming the bread and wine into 
the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ our Lord, he genuflects, rises, and then says, “The mystery of faith.” 
What is “the mystery of faith?” Oftentimes, when we say that something is a mystery, we mean that the conclusion is 
hidden but that there are certain clues to help solve the mystery. And once the mystery is solved, everything is clear and it 
is no longer a mystery. 
 

https://tinyurl.com/mzv9xa9f
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/
https://ref.ly/Mark%2014.22%E2%80%9324;rsvce?t=biblia


“The mystery of faith” is much different. Those words are spoken at Mass immediately after the consecration as a way of 
drawing the faithful into a holy awe and amazement of what just took place. But this mystery can only produce wonder and 
awe if the reality of what just took place is understood through the gift of faith. Faith is knowing and believing without 
perceiving the reality before us with our five senses or through logical deduction. In other words, faith produces true 
knowledge of a spiritual reality that can only be known, understood and believed through spiritual insight. Therefore, if we 
attend the Mass and have been gifted with the knowledge of faith, then as soon as the consecration of the bread and wine 
takes place, we will cry out interiorly, “My Lord and my God!” We will know that God the Son is present before us in a veiled 
way. Our eyes do not perceive, nor do any of our senses reveal to us the great reality before us. We cannot rationally deduce 
what just took place. Instead, we come to know and believe that the Son of God, the Savior of the World, is now present 
before us in His fullness, under the veil of mere bread and wine. 
 

In addition to the divine presence of our Lord and our God, the entire Mystery of our Redemption is made present. Saint 
Pope John Paul II tells us that in this moment there is a “oneness in time” that links the Paschal Mystery, that is, the Life, 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus, to every moment that the Eucharist is celebrated and made present through the words 
of consecration. And that unity between each Mass and the Paschal Mystery “leads us to profound amazement and 
gratitude” (Ecclesia de Eucharistia, #5). Do you sense and experience this profound amazement and gratitude each time 
you attend the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass? Do you realize as you attend the Mass and as the words of consecration are 
spoken that the entire Mystery of your redemption is made present before you, hidden from your eyes but visible to your 
soul by faith? Do you understand that it is God the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity Who descends to us to dwell with 
us in that moment of time in this glorious Sacrament? 
 

Reflect, today, upon the hidden but real Mystery of Faith. Allow yourself to be drawn into a wonder and awe at what you 
are privileged to attend. Let your faith in the Most Holy Eucharist grow by being open to a deepening of this gift of faith 
through spiritual insight and belief. Behold this great Gift of the Eucharist with the eyes of faith and you will be drawn into 
the wonder and awe that God wants to bestow upon you. 

 

 A reflection for  Corpus Christi (Year C) 
www.mycatholic.life 

 PARISH NOTICES 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY – 22nd June 
 

As we mark the World Refugee Day today on 22nd June 
2025, we would like to dedicate this week to celebrating 
the power of community, your “Community as a 
Superpower.” This is a space where everyone is welcome, 
where friendships are formed, and where safety and 
belonging are offered to all. While we are here for you 
throughout the year, today we shine a particular light on 
refugees, acknowledging their courage, resilience, and the 
unique challenges they face. Let us stand together in 
solidarity, recognising that the strength of our community 
lies in its openness and compassion for all, especially those 
who have been forced to flee their homes. 

 

VACANCY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Immaculate Conception Church, Southampton 

20-25 hrs per week. 
This is a pivotal role in supporting the parish priest, 
providing a sympathetic and efficient focal point for 
enquiries, liaising with parishioners and managing all 
aspects of administration to ensure the smooth day to day 
running of the parish.  Full details will be published soon on 
the diocesan website at: 
https://portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/parish-administrator-at-
the-immaculate-conception-parish-in-southampton/ 

 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE 
E NEWS & JOB VACANCIES 

Activities, events, news and job 
vacancies from around the Diocese. 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue494 

 

BULK NEWSLETTER NEXT WEEK 
 

Please note that the next newsletter will cover the entire 
month of July and even some aspects of August to cover us 
until a new parish secretary can be appointed. Space will be 
therefore limited but if you have an important news item 
you wanted to publish, please submit this by 1pm on 26 June 
to office@immaculateconception.church 

 

REGISTRATION FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2026 
 

Congratulation to all the children who have completed their 
First Holy Communion on Saturday! 
Registration for next year's (2025-26)  FHC is now open, 
with an official closing date on Monday 15th September, so 
please hand in your form no later than Sun, 14th September. 
 

You MUST attend one of the introductory dates, either 5th 
July or 13th September, 11am in the parish hall.  
 

If you would like your child to make their First Holy 
Communion, they should be over the age of 8 or in year 4 or 
above at school and they should register for the programme 
taking place at the parish in which they would normally 
attend Mass. They should be attending Mass with their 
family as regularly as possible.  Registration forms for the 
programme at Immaculate Conception are available from 
the parish office by email, from the parish website or  from 
the church porch.  Completed forms together with a 
passport-style photo should be returned to the parish office. 

 

Vocations Prayer Newsletter June 2025 
https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/62PSWVIfY?languag
eTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
https://portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/parish-administrator-at-the-immaculate-conception-parish-in-southampton/
https://portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/parish-administrator-at-the-immaculate-conception-parish-in-southampton/
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue494
https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/62PSWVIfY?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af
https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/62PSWVIfY?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af


CLEANING IN THE CHURCH & PARISH HALL 
 

Millie, our cleaner is going on annual leave from the 25th 
June for a month (4 weeks). With Cecilia also leaving at 
the end of the month we need a few volunteers to keep 
an eye on the cleanliness of the premises during these 
weeks.  If you can help please contact the office. 
office@immaculateconception.church 

 

CARITAS GROUP 
 

Upcoming activities for the next two months: 
 

• 26 June - Move your body (simple group dancing)  

• 3 July  -  Easy English through simple cooking 

• 10 July - Nagomi Art 

• 17 July - Board Game 

• 24 July Simple exercises 

• 31 July 25 Nagomi Art 

 

 

Our Monday sessions are rolling on through to July 31st, and 
we’re serving up more fun, flavour, and kitchen confidence 
each week. Join us on Monday, June 23 for Comfort 
Cooking—the perfect way to kick off a season of delicious 
discovery! Recipes for this session: 

• Chicken and chorizo jambalaya 

• Vegan jambalaya 

• Crunchy chopped salad 
 

“Having listened to Anne's presentation from the altar after 
the 10 30 Mass, Sean and I visited the Monday cooking event in 
the parish hall. 
What a delicious pasta/pizza lunch! Come and sample this 
delightful event… You won't be disappointed.” 
Eleanor and Sean. 
 

                                  Bring a friend, drop in, 

or register here      https://tinyurl.com/3us9phu2  
 

BAPTISM 
 

Congratulations and a lot of blessings to the 
family of 11 months old Dembe Astaforov 
who got baptised today. 

 
 

FORMING LIFE IN CHRIST – EVENTS FOR CATECHISTS 
 

An opportunity to meet online and build a community of 
support with other catechists in the diocese, helping each 
other to better participate in Jesus’s mission of introducing 
disciples into his Filial relationship with the Father. If you 
missed the first date there is another still available date is: 
Thursday 10th July, 8pm -9pm. For more information please 
email: ffm@ portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

Our amazing Fiona has completed her skydive jump last 
week and she wanted to thank everyone for their 
generosity donating just shy of £3000 for the Mountbatten 
Hospice! 

 

CAN YOU HELP HOMELESS MEN? 
 

Street Pastors are in urgent need of men’s clothing for the 
homeless, and they would truly appreciate any donations 
you can provide. Your generosity makes a direct impact on 
those who rely on Street Pastors.  A full list of the specific 
items they are collecting can be found on a poster in the 
church porch or in the previous editions of this newsletter.  
 

Please bring your donation to the church and find Steve 
Deadman who will pick them up. 

 

STELLA MARIS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Stella Maris (formerly called Apostleship of the 
Sea) is seeking one volunteer from this parish 
please to help with Sea Sunday (which falls on 
12/13 July this year) in this parish. This is the day 
when the Church comes together to pray for seafarers, 
fishers and their families, and takes a second collection to 
support the work of Stella Maris. The volunteer will read 
out the appeal (which Stella Maris will provide) at the end 
of Masses that weekend.  If you can kindly do this, please 
contact roland.hayes@stellamarismail.org or call 07887 
893 763.  
 

Related to that, all parishioners are warmly invited to an 
online webinar being run by Stella Maris on Thursday 19th 
June from 7:30pm to 9pm. You will hear about the work 
that Stella Maris has been doing with seafarers and 
fishers over the past year or so, including the use of the 
funds kindly donated on Sea Sunday last year. To attend 
this webinar, please sign up at: 
www.stellamaris.org.uk/thankyouwebinar 

 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
https://tinyurl.com/3us9phu2
mailto:roland.hayes@stellamarismail.org
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stellamaris.org.uk%2Fthankyouwebinar&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40immaculateconception.church%7Cbd4b740fb15549d212b108dd9cf35c99%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638839291230595692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N3gCdZZJUM864WIb2xPWDbVEjDVEoBkGO9rWMwuXscA%3D&reserved=0

