IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH
1°'June 2025

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. John 17:20-21

Our Parish vision is to bring people closer to Christ
by inviting, welcoming, nurturing and nourishing everyone

Address: 346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Chiatu
Tel: (023) 8055 5470 Parish Deacon: Dcn Gerard Dailly
Website: www.immaculateconception.church Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517)
Email: office@immaculateconception.church

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, (Reg Charity No: 1199568)

Bank details:

CDP, Immaculate Conception Church

Sort Code: 30-93-04
Account No: 00887995

University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213)
Safeguarding Officer: Laura Sparmann
(safeguarding@immaculateconception.church)
Parish Secretary: Cecilia Kovacs (023 8055 5470)
Confessions: After 10 am Mass on Saturdays

Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary

PARISH OFFICE OPEN NEXT WEEK: Tuesday/Friday 10:00-5 pm, Wednesday/Thursday 1- 5pm

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur

Date Solemnities & Feast days Times & Liturgies Mass Intentions
Sun 1June SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.30am Mass Deceased members of the
McCarthy & Sheridan family
10.30 am | Mass Krystyna and Adam Madej
Mon 2 June of the 7th Week of Easter NO MASS
Tue 3 June of the 7th Week of Easter 10.00 am | Mass Patrick Saunders RIP
Wed 4 June of the 7th Week of Easter 10.00 am | Mass
Thu 5 June of the 7th Week of Easter 10.00 am | Mass
Fri 6 June of the 7th Week of Easter 9.00 am Eucharistic adoration
9.300 am | Rosary
10.00 am Mass
Sat 7 June of the 7th Week of Easter 10.00am Mass
Sun 8 June PENTECOST SUNDAY 8.30 am Mass Naomi Philpot RIP
10.30 am Mass
READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY NEXT WEEK IN THE PARISH
'y,  1"Reading: Acts 7:55-60 Mon 2™ Cooking Class with Caritas - 11am in the parish hall
WE Tues3¥ Tea & Coffee after 10 am service - parish hall
Psalm: Ps 97(96):1,2b. 6,7¢. 9. R1a,9b | Wed 4"  Adoration for students and anyone else who would like to
2" Reading: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20 join us — 6-7 pm in the Lady Chapel
Gospel: John 17:20-26 Thu 5t Caritas activity group- 11 am
SECOND COLLECTIONS: Sat 7 Maintenance morning — 10.30am
15t June: Catholic Communications Network N First .Holy Communion session —.practlce in church at 1pm
8t June: Homeless & Poor in Southampton Sun 8 Baptism - Pascal (3yrs) & Antonia (5yrs) Zamora
Refreshments and Cake Sale after mass
Choir Practice - 11.30 am in the church. All welcome to join

UNITY AND PERFECTION IN CHRIST

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying: “Holy Father, | pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in
me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and | in you, that they also may be in us, that the
world may believe that you sent me. And | have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are
one...” John 17:20-22

What an amazing prayer! Don’t miss the meaning of this prayer. This is Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer that He prayed just before
He was arrested. This prayer concludes the Last Supper at which Jesus instituted the Most Holy Eucharist. It is truly His
Eucharistic prayer that culminates in the offering of His life on the Cross. This prayer is not only a prayer; it is also a teaching
about the life that we are invited to share in with our Lord.



https://tinyurl.com/mzv9xa9f
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/
https://ref.ly/John%2017.20%E2%80%9322;rsvce?t=biblia

Note that in the passage quoted above, Jesus prayed not only for the disciples “but also for those who will believe in me
through their word.” In other words, Jesus was praying for you and for everyone who would hear and respond to the
Gospel. And His prayer was that you share in the perfect union that Jesus shares with the Father. He prayed that all may be
one in the same way that He and the Father are one. Again, this is an amazing prayer!

To begin, it is important to understand the concept of unity. Deep within each of us is a longing to be united to another.
The draw to marriage, the love of a parent and child, the desire for friends and the bonding together as a community all
point to this desire. We want unity. We want to be one. Unfortunately, our natural ability to form a holy union with others
was deeply wounded by Original Sin. For that reason, the most central mission of the Son of God was not only to restore
that which was lost but to transform it into something even greater. Now, because of the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus, we are not only able to live in peace with each other, we are also able to share in a new spiritual union with God
Himself. This union goes to the heart and soul of who we are.

Look within you and try to discover the innate desire you have for communion with others. When properly understood,
pondering this desire is very consoling and enticing. If you can separate selfishness, lust and possessiveness from the
equation, you are left with a very holy desire for union with others. Try to discover this desire within.

As you discover this desire that God placed within you, learn from Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer. Understand that this desire is
only completely fulfilled by entering into the life and unity of the Most Holy Trinity. We are called to share in God’s very life.
When that happens, we also share in a perfect and holy union with one another. In this life, a holy marriage is an earthly
prefiguration of that union that is to come. In Heaven, the divine marriage to which we are called will enable us to fulfill
every human desire we have.

Reflect, today, upon the draw you have within you to live in union with others. As you ponder this desire, know that it can
only be fulfilled by accepting the invitation from the Most Holy Trinity to share in Their divine life. Prayerfully read Jesus’
prayer to the Father and know that He was praying this for you. Join with Him in this prayer and make it your own so that
your every human desire will begin to be fulfilled in God.

A reflection for the Seventh Sunday of Easter (Year C)
www.mycatholic.life

PARISH NOTICES

UGANDAN COMMUNITY DAY PARISH MAINTENANCE MORNING
TODAY - 15T JUNE 2025 AFTER MASS

Saturday o7th June 10:30-12:00

The maintenance team are looking for
volunteers to come and help keep the church

and its grounds up together. There are jobs for

all ages and skill sets that need to be carried out including
gardening, litter picking, painting, cleaning, checking locks
and lights.

Any help would be much appreciated!

Please stay after mass for lunch to share with the Contact the office or Tom Churchill.

Ugandan community of our parish. Everyone welcome.

CAKE SALES
Second Sunday of every month after 10.30 am
Mass. The next date is 8th June

CHILD BAPTISMS - THE ZAMORA FAMILY

u/ The organisers Gemma and Maria are looking
~ for more bakers and helpers (shop cakes ok

too!). Bring your cake donations to the church hall before

the 10.30 am Mass on the second Sunday of each month,

together with a list of the ingredients (for those with

allergies).

All proceeds go towards the general Parish Funds.

Daniel Zamora and Ana Zevallos are warmly inviting the
whole congregation to share their joy as their children,
Pascal and Antonia are getting baptised on the 8% June
after the 10.30 mass. They would like to celebrate the
occasion with a community lunch after the ceremony.
There will be plenty of cakes as it is also cake sale, so bring
a savoury dish to share.

If you want your children get baptised, our next baptism
preparation course on the 10" of June is open for

registration, please contact the office if you are interested. i PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE
office@immaculateconception.church N‘WWS' = E NEWS & JOB VACANCIES
Activities, events, news and job
Vocations Prayer Newsletter May 2025 vacancies from around the Diocese.

https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/8bPQ6M8bh?langua https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue493
geTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af
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https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/8bPQ6M8bh?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af
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HOLY SPIRIT NOVENA

This week there is still a chance to join the online novena
to the Holy Spirit hosted by the Vicariate for
Evangelisation. There is a remaining talk in this series on
Wednesday 4th June at 8pm. Everyone is welcome to join
as we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost.

Holy Spirit Day: The Vicariate for Evangelisation is also
working with Charis Portsmouth to host a Holy Spirit day on
Saturday 7th June at English Martyrs Church, Reading
starting with a 9:30am Mass and finishing with lunch.
All are welcome, whether you are attending the Novena or
not.

To register click here:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/qn3kPjHLR6uQ06be091j
yA#[registration or email ffm@portmouthdiocese.org.uk

SECOND COLLECTION FOCUS

World Communications Day is observed annually on the
Sunday before Pentecost. The theme chosen by Pope
Francis for this year is ""Share with gentleness the hope
that is in your hearts," which emphasises the importance
of non-violent communication and the need to foster
dialogue in a world often characterized by aggression and
division. In his message for World Communications Day
2025, Pope Francis reflects on the role of journalists and
communicators in today's society, urging them to be
"communicators of hope." He stresses the need for
responsible communication that prioritizes the common
good and fosters understanding among individuals.

CARITAS GROUP

Upcoming activities for the next two
months:

5 June - Chinese calligraphy
12 June - Stretch exercises
19 June - Board Game

26 June - Move your body (simple group dancing)
3 July - Easy English through simple cooking

10 July - Nagomi Art

17 July - Board Game

24 July Simple exercises

e 31July 25 Nagomi Art

The day offers practical help and
encouragement on ways to witness and
share our faith with others and be

pped for the task of evangelisation

Led by Allegra Mutanda
Director of Evangelisation & Leadership,
“" Winchester parish

epared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”
(1 Peter 3: 15),

REGISTER NOW Venue:

"E_ = St Peter’s Church

Visit https://bit.ly/EvangelisationDay Winchester
S023 8RY

oy .
# Caritas I
T

Do you want
to cook
better?

Come and join us

at
The Immaculate Conception
Community Hub

COOKING WITH CONFIDENCE

Sessions for basic cooking skills &

MONDAY

11-13:30
in the parish hall
Upcoming Sessions -

02/06/2025
09/06/2025
16/06/2025
23/06/2025
30/06/2025

Book your session dates now!
Contact Us

07435 249267 (©

caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk (]



https://zoom.us/meeting/register/qn3kPjHLR6uQ06beO91jyA#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/qn3kPjHLR6uQ06beO91jyA#/registration
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Daughters of Wisdom
Wisdom House
Romsey, Hampshire
SO51 8EL England

Tel: +44 (0)1794 830206

TO: General Secretary
FROM: Sr. Maureen Seddon, DW
DATE: 23 May 2025

SUBJECT: Death Notice

THE DAUGHTERS OF WISDOM,
GREAT BRITAN & IRELAND,

recommend to your prayers the soul of their dear
Sister Clare McCaffrey, (15785)
(Sister Joanna Mary of the Immaculate)
called to God on 20" May 2025
in her 86" year and the 65™ year of her religious life.

The funeral mass will take place
in St. Joseph's Church, Romsey
on Friday 13" June 2025
at11 am

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

CHARITY AND VOLUNTEER NETWORKING EVENT
Saturday 7*" June, 2:30pm-4:30pm
St John the Baptist Parish in Andover (SP10 3AD)

Caritas is inviting you to a charity and volunteer networking
event to connect with people in the Diocese passionate
about social justice and supporting their community.

This is an opportunity to:

e Chat to different charities to hear more about their
work and volunteering opportunities on offer.

e Explore ideas for your own parish by chatting to staff
and volunteers about projects already running in the
Diocese, as well as the chance to look around the
Andover foodbank.

e Find out how Caritas can support you in your parish or
school to help your local community.

Everyone welcome. There is plenty of parking at the parish
and close by and it is a less than 10-minute walk from the
station. For more information and a flyer visit
https://caritasportsmouth.org.uk

or email caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

STELLA MARIS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Stella Maris (formerly called Apostleship of
the Sea) is seeking one volunteer from this —
parish please to help with Sea Sunday (which

falls on 12/13 July this year) in this parish. This v

is the day when the Church comes together to y
pray for seafarers, fishers and their families, B
and takes a second collection to support the work of Stella
Maris. The volunteer will read out the appeal (which Stella
Maris will provide) at the end of Masses that weekend.

If you can kindly do this, please contact
roland.hayes@stellamarismail.org or call 07887 893 763.

Related to that, all parishioners are warmly invited to an
online webinar being run by Stella Maris on Thursday 19th
June from 7:30pm to 9pm. You will hear about the work that
Stella Maris has been doing with seafarers and fishers over
the past year or so, including the use of the funds kindly
donated on Sea Sunday last year. To attend this webinar,
please sign up at:
www.stellamaris.org.uk/thankyouwebinar

SIGNIFICANT WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS
St Bede’s Church, Basingstoke, Saturday 21 June at 11am

Any couple celebrating 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th or
more can apply to attend, please see your parish
secretary or email
anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for an
application form.

Shr:oud of {Turln EXthItIOﬂ

P ca of the world ,
mous Shroud of Turin

1stto 14th June 2025
. #8am —6pm
Free Admission

A'talk by Shroud Expert

Paﬁ:l-Mbon wil| take place

- Qn Sunday 1st Junetat-,
I‘I‘vaing 12pm Mass

The Exhibitior will be'drsp!ayéd in the Dlscovery Centre i
adjacent to the Gathedral -

. i
. Shroud Image ©1978 Barrie M. Schwortz Collecfion.: STERA, Inc.

LOST AND FOUND

Are you missing any of these items?

In the office | have a collection of: 2 baseball caps, a blue

water bottle, a pink notebook with a zebra on it, a pair of

purple shades, a tiny black lock with four digits code, hair
bands, various jewellery and a brown ladies coat.
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