IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH

18™ May 2025
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13, 34-35

Our Parish vision is to bring people closer to Christ
by inviting, welcoming, nurturing and nourishing everyone

Address: 346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB

Tel: (023) 8055 5470
Website: www.immaculateconception.church
Email: office@immaculateconception.church

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, (Reg Charity No: 1199568)

Bank details:
Sort Code: 30-93-04
Account No: 00887995

CDP, Immaculate Conception Church

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Chiatu
Parish Deacon: Dcn Gerard Dailly
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517)

Safeguarding Officer: Laura Sparmann
(safeguarding@immaculateconception.church)
Parish Secretary: Cecilia Kovacs (023 8055 5470)
Confessions: After 10 am Mass on Saturdays
Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary

University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213)

PARISH OFFICE OPEN NEXT WEEK: Tuesday/Friday 10:00-5 pm, Wednesday/Thursday 1- 5pm

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur

Date Solemnities & Feast days Times & Liturgies Mass Intentions
Sun 18 May FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.30am Mass Sarah Dillon RIP
10.30am | Mass Lucette Annie Webber - Thanksgiving
Mon 19 May | of the 5th Week of Easter NO MASS
Tue 20 May of the 5th Week of Easter 10.00 am | Eucharistic service
Wed 21 May | of the 5th Week of Easter 10.00 am | Eucharistic service
Thu 22 May of the 5th Week of Easter 10.00 am | Eucharistic service
Fri 23 May of the 5th Week of Easter 9.300 am | Rosary
10.00 am | Eucharistic service
Sat 24 May of the 5th Week of Easter 10.00am Eucharistic service
Sun 25 May SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.30am Mass Naomi Philpot RIP
10.30 am Mass
READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY NEXT WEEK IN THE PARISH
o 1**Reading: Acts 14:21b-27 Mon 19" Cooking Class with Caritas - 11am in the parish hall
Psalm: Ps 145(144):8-9. 10-11. 12- Tues 20" Tea & Coffee after 10 am service - parish hall
Yy o 13b. R cf. 1 Wed 21"  No Student Adoration!
2"d Reading: Revelation 21:1-5a Thu 22" Caritas activity group-10.30am
Gospel: John 13:31-333, 34-35 Sun 25" Choir Practice for the Uganda Mass - 11.30 am in the church
SECOND COLLECTIONS:
No second collections until June
ETERNAL GLORY

When Judas had left them, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him,
God will also glorify him in himself, and God will glorify him at once.” John 13:31-32

If the life we live here and now is all we will ever have, then it makes sense to believe that death is our worst enemy. But as
we know, this life is but a grain of sand in the ocean in comparison to eternity. For that reason, we must see death as our
passing into the glories that await. The death of a loved one is difficult for sure. And when we face our own death, there
are many temptations we might experience toward fear of the unknown. But if the Son of God chose to endure death itself,
then we must work to see death differently.

Today’s Gospel passage speaks of Jesus’ coming death as His glorification. “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is
glorified in him.” Jesus spoke these words right after Judas left the Last Supper to betray Him. From an earthly perspective,
it is unlikely that anyone would consider their betrayal and brutal death as the moment when God is glorified. But from a
heavenly and eternal perspective, Jesus’ death was the greatest glorification He could offer to the Father. This only makes
sense when we put on the mind of God.



https://tinyurl.com/mzv9xa9f
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/
https://ref.ly/John%2013.31%E2%80%9332;rsvce?t=biblia

As we continue to celebrate our Easter Season, we look beyond the suffering of Christ to see the fruit of His suffering. We
see that death was defeated and that Jesus will now forever live in His glorified and resurrected body in Heaven. He will
forever carry the marks in His hands, feet and side, and those marks will forever glorify the Father. The Resurrection of
Christ changes everything, including death. For that reason, we must continually work to put on the mind of God and see
our human lives as He sees them.

What is it that you live for in this life? What are your goals and ambitions? If you find that you focus excessively upon
immediate pleasures, material wealth, selfish objectives and passing ambitions, then it is time to ponder the lesson of Jesus’
glorification. By facing His own death as an opportunity to glorify the Father, Jesus made it possible for us to do the same.
And though there will always be a healthy sorrow associated with the passing of a loved one, the hope of Heaven and
eternal glory must become the lens through which we see all things in this life.

When you look at your life, it is essential to see the cross that God has given to you. That is because your cross is the gateway
to this eternal glory. Each person’s cross will be different. A cross is not simply our suffering; it’s our call to live sacrificially.
This is love. It’s the calling we are given to lay our lives down for others. To serve others. To forgive every wrong, to love
every sinner, to show mercy and compassion toward those in need. And to do all of this in response to God’s perfect will.
The crosses in our lives are opportunities for love in its purest form. This is how Jesus saw His Cross and this is how we must
see ours.

Reflect, today, upon death, but try to look at it as a calling to give of yourself sacrificially out of love. The best way to prepare
yourself for a glorious death is to live in the love of God here and now. To the extent that you can do that, God will be
glorified as you share in the glory given to Christ.

A reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year C)
www.mycatholic.life

PARISH NOTICES

PARISH BBQ - THANK YOU PARENTS & GUARDIANS - CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Please note that all children coming to the children's liturgy
must now bring a registration form every Sunday.
These can be found in the church porch. If a child does not

We are thankful to God for the brilliant weather!
Thank you to all the organisers for this great event!

Thank you to all parishioners, families and friends
or your generous donations and for making it
yet again a great community event!

We raised a total of £461.00 that will be
shared between the parish charity and the
parish maintenance/emergency fund.

UGANDAN COMMUNITY DAY
15t June 2025 after mass

The Ugandan community of this parish will be hosting a
lunch and cultural day after mass on the 1st June.
Everyone are welcome.

PARISH HALF TERM YOUTH DAY
Wednesday, 28" May 2025, 10am-3pm

Calling all young people 5-15 years!

Our popular Youth Day is back this half term in the parish
hall with games, activities and we may even do some pizza
making. Please bring a packed lunch, drinks etc.

have a completed form they will have to return to the
church.

The liturgy is aimed at children 4 years to 9 years old.
Children under 4 are welcome but must be accompanied by
an adult, over 18. Younger siblings do not count.

There is also a sign up sheet for helpers. We need more
helpers to ensure we meet the correct 3/20 adult/child
ration as per the safeguarding regulations. You will not be
expected to take charge and prepare anything, however we
are grateful for anyone who is interested in taking a more
proactive role. If you can support the children’s liturgy once
amonth on a rota basis please contact Sue.

Many thanks to those who have already signed up.

PARISH MAINTENANCE MORNING

Saturday o7th June 10:30-12:00

The maintenance team are looking for volunteers to come
and help keep the church and its grounds up together.
There are jobs for all ages and skill sets that need to be
carried out including gardening, litter picking, painting,
cleaning, checking locks and lights.

Any help would be much appreciated!

Contact the office or Tom Churchill.



mailto:office@immaculateconception.church

CHILD BAPTISMS

‘_,‘/f“": ﬁ Our next baptism preparation course on
' : Y the 10" of June is open for registration,
~ please contact the office if you are

’ interested.
 office@immaculateconception.church

O CARITAS GROUP
e® s % Activities in May:
7 22 May - Board games. Knitting/ Crochet /
“/,/‘ o 5&\\ Embroidery  Cross stitch

29 May - Chinese calligraphy/ink drawings.
Knitting/ Crochet / embroidery / cross stitch

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY
Thank you letter from CAFOD:

Thank you to all parishioners at Immaculate Conception for

your generous support for CAFOD this year and for your
latest donation of £670.46 on Family Fast Day!

Your gift goes a long way helping the victims of the
ongoing food crisis due to droughts, floods and conflicts
in various communities around the world.

CONFESSIONS IN SOUTHAMPTON

When the Sacrament of Confession is not available on
Saturdays (e.g. there is a Eucharistic Service), here is a list
of times at local churches:

St Edmunds’/St Joseph: Confession is offered half an hour

before every Mass (Sundays and weekdays), aside from the

11am Saturday Mass in St Edmund’s where confession takes

place after the Mass. Mass times are as below:

St Edmunds: Tue 10.00 / Thu 12.15 / Mon-Wed-Friday 19.00
Sat 11.00 / Sun 9.00/11.00/19.00

St Joseph: Sat18.15/10.00

St Boniface confession times:  Fri: 10:30 - 11:30
Sat: 10:30 - 11:30 & 18.00

Sun: 8:30,10:30 & 17.00

St Patrick confession times: Fri 18.00 - 18.40
Sat 17.00-17.40.

Christ the King: By individual arrangement

JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

There is still time to sign up to the Pilgrimage to Lourdes
with the Diocesan Pilgrimage led by Bishop Philip Egan.

Dates Monday 7th - Friday 11th July 2025

Booking Forms are available from the office or Liz Bellamy.
Please return your completed forms as soon as possible to
Liz or the office. Please be aware that the balance payment
will be due at the end of May.

For further information please contact the office,
Fr Anthony or Liz Bellamy

FUNERAL NOTICE - CHRISTINE COOKSON

Christine (Chris) Cookson's requiem mass will be on
Friday 30th May 2025 at 10am at Our Lady of the
Assumption Church, 1 Freegrounds Rd, Hedge End, SO30
oHG followed by 11:45am committal at Southampton
Crematorium - West Chapel. Then we return to Our Lady of
the Assumption Church hall for refreshments. All who knew
her welcome.

CAF@D &

A better world needs all of us

Please sign the CAFOD petition to
the government to cancel debts
and bring hope to many developing countries stricken with
debts and interest payments, so that they are freed from
the struggle to build schools and hospitals for their people.

See the church foyer and the hall for signing sheets.

# Caritas
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Come and join us
at

The Immaculate Conception

Community Hub

COOKING WITH CONFIDENCE

Sessions for basic cooking skills “~g,

: ; MONDAY
Upcommg Sessions - 11-13:30

in the parish hall
28/04/2025 - Italian

12/05/2025 - Irish/Cantonese
19/05/2025 - Mexican
02/06/2025 - British

Book your session dates now!

Contact Us
07435 249267

caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Vocations Prayer Newsletter May 2025
https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/8bPQ6M8bh?langua
geTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af

— PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE
A JC E NEWS & JOB VACANCIES
N@eWSs =

v Activities, events, news and job
vacancies from around the Diocese.

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue491
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