
17TH APRIL 2022 
EASTER SUNDAY, YEAR C 

“Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the dead.”  John 20:9 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: See notice below 

Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 

THIS SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 
1st Reading: 
Acts 10:34,37-43 
Psalm: 
117:1-2,16-17,22-23 
2nd Reading: 
Colossians 3:1-4 
Gospel: John 20:1-9 
 
NEXT SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 
1st Reading: Acts 5:12-16 
Psalm: 117:2-4,22-27 
2nd Reading: 
Apocolypse 1:9-13,17-19 
Gospel: John 20:19-31 
 

Sun 17 Apr EASTER SUNDAY 
Of the Resurrection of the Lord 

8.30 am  
10.30 am  

Shay & Jane Fenton RIP 
Claire Waas RIP 

Mon 18 Apr within octave of Easter - No Mass  

Tues 19 Apr within octave of Easter 10.00 am - 

Wed 20 Apr within octave of Easter - No Mass 

Thur 21 Apr within octave of Easter 7.30 pm No Mass 

Fri 22 Apr within octave of Easter 9.30 am Rosary 

Sat 23 Apr First Mass of Sunday 10.00 am  - 

Sun 24 Apr SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.30 am  
10.30 am  

- 
Daniel & Anna Ivuerah RIP 

Mon 25 Apr St Mark  No Mass 

Tues 26 Apr St George 9.00 am Mass at St George Catholic 
College, parishioners welcome. 

Wed 27 Apr of the 2nd week of Easter - No Mass 

Thur 28 Apr of the 2nd week of Easter - No Mass 

Fri 29 Apr St Catherine of Siena 9.30 am Rosary 

Sat 30 Apr First Mass of Sunday 10.00 am  Sheila O’Reilly RIP 

Sun 01 May THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.30 am  
10.30 am  

Winifred McDonnell RIP 
Mariama Kamanda, Birthday 

 
My dear Friends: 

May the Risen Lord rise within your hearts. May He fill you with his Joy, Hope, Peace and Love. A Blessed Easter to each, 
and every one of you.  
 

Today we are celebrating Christ’s glorious resurrection! However, it was a resurrection preceded by gruelling suffering, 
humiliation, and painful death. The plight of the people of Ukraine certainly mirrors a heart-piercing and mind-
warping, Way of the Cross! The daily unfolding tragedies of horrors, barbarity, gruelling suffering, and ruthless deaths 
experienced by Ukrainians has shocked the world. In many of our own daily lives, as food prices and energy prices soar, 
we all experience added, multiple forms of stress, pressures, and anxiety. It is as if, although we are rejoicing Christ’s 
Resurrection, in the reality of our own lives, we are still waiting for that boulder-like-Stone, made from our own suffering, 
pain, frustrations and anxieties, which still entomb us, to be rolled back! 
 

It is into these real-life scenarios that the Risen Lord can become the divine, and healing source, for transforming our 
stresses into tranquility; and, for healing our wounding, grinding pressures and anxieties into a stillness of spirit. 
Remember the caterpillar! The caterpillar spins and enters its cocoon. Just when we think nothing is happening; just when 
we think that life, and living, have ended, a transformation has taken place! A new chapter has begun! As the caterpillar is 
transformed into the butterfly, we, too, can be transformed by the Risen Christ within us.   
  

The crippling effects of fear are dispelled. The darkness within our minds and hearts, caused by stresses, anxieties, and 
pressures are dissolved. Our being is suffused by Christ’s Light, Love, Joy and Hope.   Christ is, indeed, our cocoon for 
change and transformation. Not just from physical death to new life! He can be the source of new life, and a new 
beginning, each day of our lives. Before the caterpillar can become the butterfly, it has first to surrender being a 
caterpillar! It is in our surrender to Him, and his unconditional love, that our daily lives can be transformed, until the day we 
all rise with him to that new life.  

Have a truly blessed and transforming Easter!  Love,  Fr. Antony 
 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
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TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS 
Please join us in the hall for refreshments 
after the Sunday 10.30 am Mass 
 

 

PARISHIONER QUESTIONS & QUERIES 
Parish Council reps in the porch after Masses this 
weekend: 
     16/17 Apr    23/24 Apr 

 Saturday -      David (8pm)   Edilson(10 am) 

 Sunday 8.30 am –   Mary    Adenike 

 Sunday 10.30 am –   Anastasia   Adrian 
 
…..to either answer questions or take them away and 
get back to you with responses. Please do use these 
members of our parish community so that we can 
continue to give Fr Antony the back-up he will need 
over the coming months to lighten his workload.  

 
TUESDAY COFFEE MORNING 
EVERY WEEK AFTER 10 AM MASS 
Please join us in the hall for 
coffee on Tuesday mornings.  A 
friendly welcome awaits you.  If 
you have any queries, please see 
either Susie Warwick or Fiona 
Thompson after Mass at the weekends.  Otherwise, 
just turn up! 

 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE 
E NEWS 
Activities, events, news 
and job vacancies from 
around the Diocese,  

                 locally and further afield. 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue361?e=
34c55ac6ce 

 
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 
Caritas continues to update their website on a regular 
basis with information about the war in Ukraine, and ways 
in which you can support refugee work, the Homes for 
the Ukraine scheme or make donations.  Please check 
their website on a regular basis: 
https://caritasportsmouth.org.uk/news-events/ 
 

 
SUNDAY MISSALS FOR 2022 
HALF PRICE!  £4.00 Available to buy in the bookshop 

 
TRAVELLING TO THE CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY 
Please be aware that next Sunday the Southampton 
half Marathon takes place, meaning that some of the 
roads around the route will be closed with traffic 
diversions in place.  You may need to leave a little extra 
time to get to Mass, or perhaps come on Saturday 
(although this remains a socially distanced Mass) 

 

EASTER COLLECTION…… 
The collections at the Easter Vigil and on Easter Sunday 
directly support the parish priest, in grateful thanks for 
their dedication, service and witness throughout the 
year.  This and the collection at Christmas provide the 
majority of their annual income apart from a smaller 
monthly stipend they receive from the Diocese.  If you 
would like to give a gift to Fr Antony in his mission and 
ministry this Easter, there will be envelopes available at 
Easter Masses in which you can leave your donation by 
cheque or cash.  Alternatively you can use our card 
machine in the porch to make a donation. 
If you would prefer to donate online please visit 
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/southamp
ton-immaculate-conception-catholic-church-easter-
collection-2022 

 
CONTACTLESS DONATIONS 

Donations to any of the 
collections each week can now 
be made using our new 
contactless payment system.  
The card machine is located in 
the porch by the door and can 
be used either by chip and pin or 
contactless.  It is extremely 
simple to use and takes just 
seconds to make a donation. 

The preferred method of donating to the parish 
continues to be by regular standing order but for 
anyone who prefers to donate while at the church, this 
is an easy alternative which also allows you to easily gift 
aid any donations. 

 
GIFT AID 
Supplies of purple envelopes for cash/cheque 
donations to Special Collections are still available on 
request to parishioners who are in the parish Gift Aid 
scheme.  If you would like a supply please contact John 
Walker 023 8067 8933 or johnwalker@tinyworld.co.uk. 
The envelopes will be left in the parish letter tray in the 
porch for collection. 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:–  
TODAY, SUNDAY 17th APRIL 
- Easter Clergy Collection 
NEXT SUNDAY 24th APRIL 
- No second collection 
For all donations given in ANY envelope – purple, yellow, 
brown or your own, PLEASE MAKE IT CLEAR WHAT 
YOUR DONATION IS FOR, so that we can ensure it goes 
to the fund to which it was intended, ie General Fund 
(Offertory collection) or the name of the second 
collection you are donating to.  If you are registered with 
the parish for gift aid, please also ensure your gift aid 
number is given on the envelope.   
 
The Parish Bank Account details are:  
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church, 
Sort Code: 30-93-04,  Account No: 00887995  
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MASKS ENCOURAGED! 
Over this busy weekend in the church, please do 
continue to wear masks if you are able to, whilst you 
are in the building, just so that we can continue to 
protect each other as far as possible. 

 
 

DATE FOR THE DIARY 
Sunday 8th May after 10.30 am Mass 

PARISH FUN DAY & BBQ 
 
 

 

A REMINDER - KEYS 
Thank you to those who have got back to me about 
parish keys.  However, I know there are plenty more out 
there!  I am currently preparing the hand over for the new 
parish priest and I need to know as soon as possible 
about EVERYONE who has keys to the church, hall, 
presbytery, office, or any other parish related keys.  If you 
have key/s, please would you e mail me to confirm what 
you have.  If you no longer need these keys, I would be 
very grateful if you could let me know and return them to 
the parish next time you are here – either hand them in to 
the parish rep at the end of Mass or bring them to the 
parish office, in an envelope to say who they are from and 
what they are for. 

Many thanks 
Rachel (Parish Secretary) 

 

SAFEGUARDING & DBS CHECKS 
We are updating our volunteer and safeguarding 
records.  If you are a volunteer in any capacity, 
please complete the volunteer form in the church 
porch.  If you have been contacted by e mail about a 
DBS check, please do get in touch with the parish 
office as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

 
COURSES IN THE DIOCESE 
Run by the Foundation for Mission Team 
Several online courses coming up to which all are 
welcome: 
 
Baptism - What is baptism and what does it do? 
Tuesday evenings from 7.00 to 8.30 pm, from the 26th 
April to the 31st May 
  
Confirmation - Where is the Holy Spirit in my life? 
Thursday evenings from 7.00 to 8.30 pm, from the 28th 
April to the 2nd June. 
  
Readers Workshops - with 1:1 practice 
Saturdays 18th & 25th June, 10 am – 1 pm 
 
For more details and to register on any of these courses, 
visit:  https://www.pffm.org.uk 

 

 

 
DIOCESAN PILTRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2022 

 
 Mon 18th July – Fri 22nd July  
 Flying from Bournemouth  

Airport  
 £675/person based on 2 people  

sharing. Single rooms available  
at a supplement.  

 £575/youth pilgrim aged 15-35  
 Youth Pilgrims given special  

roles to support the pilgrimage  
 Full board accommodation at La Solitude Hotel  
 Leaflets available in the church porch  
 A video inviting people to join can be found at  

www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/lourdes  
 Further information available by e mailing: 

lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org  
 

 
JOB VACANCIES 
With the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth 
Work base - Portsmouth 
For full role descriptions and details of how to apply, 
and to talk to someone about either position, please 
contact: recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk .  
You can also read further details about these jobs in the 
job vacancy section of E News – see link above. 
 
Safeguarding & DBS Administrator 

 Salary range £20,000 - £23,000 per annum fte 
(dependant on skills and experience).  

 28 hours (4 days) per week plus defined benefits 
contributory pension  

 Closing date for applications: Sunday 24th April 
2022. 

 
IT Technician 

 Permanent Full time, 35 hours per week. 

 Based in St Edmund’s House, Bishop Crispian Way, 
Portsmouth PO1 3HQ 

 Salary: £22,000 per annum depending on skills and 
experience. 

 Closing date Tuesday 26th April, 12 noon. 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED THIS WEEK: 
E mails & Phone messages will be checked regularly & 

responded to where urgent 

 

https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers

