
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH              

29th June 2025  
Ss PETER & PAUL BULK NEWSLETTER (5 WEEKS) 

Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him,  
‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,  

but my Father who is in heaven. Matthew 16,16-17 

Our Parish vision is to bring people closer to Christ 
by inviting, welcoming, nurturing and nourishing everyone 

Address: 346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 
Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 
Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, (Reg Charity No: 1199568) 

Bank details: CDP, Immaculate Conception Church 
  Sort Code: 30-93-04 
   Account No: 00887995 

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Chiatu 
Parish Deacon:  Dcn Gerard Dailly 
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 
University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Laura Sparmann 
(safeguarding@immaculateconception.church) 
Parish Secretary: Cecilia Kovacs (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: After 10 am Mass on Saturdays 
Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. Please contact us in email or in person by attending our services. 
 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT 
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Until 5th August  the following order of services will be followed with the exception of Saturday 26th July, when 
Eucharistic Service will replace Mass at 10am. From 6th August to 2nd September masses will be only said on Sundays and 
on Assumption Day, 15th August (There will be also an evening mass at 7.30 pm on Assumption Day). Instead, Liturgy of 
the Word Services will be held daily, with no adoration services. Any changes will be announced on our website. 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

No Mass 

9 am Eucharistic 
adoration 

10 am Mass 
10 am Mass 

9 am Eucharistic adoration 

10 am Mass 

8.30 am Mass 

9.30 am Rosary 
10.30 am Mass 

10am Mass 6 pm Eucharistic Adoration 10 am Mass 
 

MASS INTENTIONS (for any new requests please email the office and put “Mass intention” in the subject line) 

Sun 29 June 8.30 ‘For Fr Martin Plunkett’s intentions and for vocations to the priesthood’ 
10:30 Brian Physick 98th birthday 

Tue 1 July Fr George Lyons RIP Sun 27 July  8.30 Margaret Daly RIP 

Sat 5 July  Lawrence & Luigiana Clegg RIP Tue 29 July Audrey Reid RIP 

Sun 6 July  8.30 Hugh Slevin (RIP) and Mai Gallagher (RIP) Sat 2 August Ted Andrews RIP 

Sat 12 July Maureen Howard Tue 5 August Margaret Gallagher RIP 

Sun 13 July 10:30 Arthur Maxfield RIP Sun 17 August 8.30 Edmund Durkin RIP 

Fri 18 July Maureen Slevin (RIP) Sun 24 August 8.30 John Laurent  

Sat 19 July Sheila Gorham RIP Sun 31 August 8.30 Lawrence & Luigiana Clegg RIP 

Sun 20 July  8.30 John Coffey RIP 
10.30 Prem and Dilys 45 years anniversary, Jason and Becky 11 years anniversary,  
Their children: Ava and Joshua birthday, Craig - wellbeing and success, Darren and Lucy 7 years anniversary, 
Their children: Theo and Reuben birthday 

 

READINGS FOR SUNDAYS 
 
 

Date 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel 

29th June Acts 12:1-11 Ps 34(33):2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9. ℟5 2Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 Matthew 16:13-19 

6th July Isaiah 66:10-14c Ps 66(65):1-3a. 4-5. 6-7a. 16, 20. ℟1 Galatians 6:14-18 Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

13th July  Deuteronomy 30:10-14 Ps 69(68):14, 17. 30-31. 33-34. 36ab, 37. ℟ cf. 33 Colossians 1:15-20 Luke 10:25-37 

20th July Genesis 18:1-10a Ps 15(14):2-3a. 3b-4b. 5. ℟1b Colossians 1:24-28 Luke 10:38-42 

27th July Genesis 18:20-32 Ps 138(137):1-2a. 2b-3. 4-5. 7c-8. ℟3a Colossians 2:12-14 Luke 11:1-13 

3rd August Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 Ps 90(89):3-4. 5-6. 12-13. 14, 17. ℟1 Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 Luke 12:13-21 

10th August Wisdom 18:6-9 Ps 33(32):1,12. 18-19. 20, 22. ℟12b Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 Luke 12:32-48 

17th August Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 Ps 40(39):2. 3. 4. 18. ℟14b Hebrews 12:1-4 Luke 12:49-53 

24th August Isaiah 66:18-21 Ps 117(116):1. 2. ℟ Mark 16:15 Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 Luke 13:22-30 

31st August Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 Ps 68(67):4-5ac. 6-7b. 10-11. ℟ cf. 11b Hebrews 12:18-19, 
22-24a 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

https://tinyurl.com/mzv9xa9f
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/


SOLEMNITIES & FEAST DAYS (Dates not listed are either ’Feria’ or ‘Our Lady on Saturday’ 

Sun 29 Jun Ss PETER & PAUL Tue 5 Aug Dedication of the Basilica of St Mary Major, 
Rome Mon 30 Jun First Martyrs of the Church of Rome 

Tue 1 Jul St Oliver Plunkett, Bishop & Martyr Wed 6 Aug THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

Thu 3 Jul ST THOMAS, Apostle Thu 7 Aug St Sixtus II, Pope & Companions, Martyrs 

Fri 4 Jul St Elizabeth of Portugal Fri 8 Aug St Dominic, Founder 

Sat 5 Jul St Anthony Zaccaria, Founder Sat 9 Aug ST TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS [Edith 
Stein], Sun 6 Jul  FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Sun 10 Aug NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Wed 9 Jul St Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, & 
Companions, Martyrs 

Mon 11 Aug St Clare, Foundress 

Tue 12 Aug St Jane Frances de Chantal, Foundress 

Fri 11 Jul ST BENEDICT, Founder, Patron of Europe Wed 13 Aug St Pontian, Pope, & St Hippolytus, Priest, 
Martyrs, Sun 13 Jul FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Mon 14 Jul  St Camillus of Lellis, Founder, Thu 14 Aug St Maximilian Maria Kolbe, Religious, Priest, 
Martyr Tue 15 Jul St Swithun, Bishop 

Wed 16 Jul Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Fri 15 Aug THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY Thu 17 Jul  St Bonaventure, Religious, Bishop 

Sun 20 Jul SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Sat 16 Aug St Stephen, King of Hungary 

Mon 21 Jul St Laurence of Brindisi, Religious, Doctor of 
the Church 

Sun 17 Aug TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Tue 19 Aug St John Eudes, Founder 

Tue 22 Jul ST MARY MAGDALENE Wed 20 Aug St Bernard, Abbot, Doctor of the Church 

Wed 23 Jul ST BRIDGET OF SWEDEN, Foundress, Patron 
of Europe 

Thu 21 Aug St Pius X, Pope 

Fri 22 Aug The Queenship of Mary 

Thu 24 Jul St Sharbel Makhluf, Priest, Religious Sat 23 Aug St Rose of Lima, Religious 

Fri 25 Jul ST JAMES, Apostle Sun 24 Aug TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ( 

Sat 26 Jul  Ss Joachim & Anne, Parents of Our Lady Mon 25 Aug St Louis IX, King of France 

Sun 27 Jul  SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Tue 26 Aug Blessed Dominic Barberi, Religious 

Tue 29 Jul  Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus Wed 27 Aug St Monica 

Wed 30 Jul St Peter Chrysologus, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church 

Thu 28 Aug St Augustine of Hippo, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church 

Thu 31 Jul  St Ignatius of Loyola, Founder Fri 29 Aug The Passion of St John the Baptist 

Fri 1 Aug St Alphonsus Liguori, Founder Sat 30 Aug Ss Margaret Clitherow, Anne Line & Margaret 
Ward, Martyrs Sat 2 Aug St Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop 

Sun 3 Aug EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Sun 31 Aug TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Mon 4 Aug St John Vianney, Priest   
 

UPCOMING BAPTISMS 

Sun 6 July, 12.30pm Paisley Munnoch 
Sun 27 July 12.30 

Chitongo siblings: Tinashe, Kuvi & Joel  
&  Reuben Holton-Gale Sat 12 July, 11am Halle Chawanzi Cromar 

Sun 13 July 12.30pm Oliver Aldrich Sun 3 August 12.30 Elle Jean Evelyn Greenly 

Sun 20 July 12.30pm Alexander Omotayo Sun 17 August 12.30  Marie Akosya Asiedy Obeng 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
29th June: Peter’s Pence 13-Jul: Stella Maris 

 

REGULAR WEEKLY PARISH EVENTS  
Mon  -  Cooking Class with Caritas – 11am in the Parish hall (Confirmed to run until the end of August.) 
Tues   -  Tea & Coffee after 10 am service – Parish hall  (Runs throughout August.) 
Wed -  Adoration for students and anyone else who would like to join us – 6-7 pm in the Lady Chapel Until the end of July 
Thu  -  Caritas activity group– 11 am – Parish Hall (Runs through summer with one week break, check the notice below.) 
Sun -  Refreshments after mass  
 Choir Practice - 11.30 am in the church. All welcome to join. Until the end of July.  

 

THANK YOU AND FAREWELL FROM CECILIA 
Dear Parishioners, this is the last newsletter from me, and I wanted to say a big thank you for being such a welcoming 
community, forgiving and helpful at the start and supportive throughout my short tenure. If I had more hours in the day, 
believe me,  I would have stayed, but I wanted to honour the calling from God to serve Navigators UK as their fundraiser in 
the majority of my time. My own home church will also welcome me as their new admin from next week. I also wanted to 
thank you for all the cards, flowers and generous gifts, especially from the lovely Tuesday coffee morning group.  
You will all be sorely missed. I have put some purple business cards in the porch, take one if you want to get in touch. .  

  

https://navigators.co.uk/


PILLARS OF THE CHURCH 
 

“And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 

whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:17–19 
 

Saints Peter and Paul are often referred to as two of the great “Pillars of the Church.” They each played an incredibly 
essential role in the establishment of the early Church. And though each of their roles was essential and foundational, their 
roles were as different as they were different as persons. 
 

Peter was a family man, a local fisherman, uneducated and quite ordinary. From what we know about him prior to being 
called by Jesus, there was nothing that made him uniquely qualified to become one of the pillars of the new Church to be 
established by the Son of God. Jesus simply called him, and he responded. Jesus got into Peter’s boat, ordered him to lower 
the nets, and produced a huge catch of fish. When Peter saw this miracle, he fell down at Jesus’ feet and acknowledged 
that he was “a sinful man” who was unworthy of being in Jesus’ presence (See Luke 5:8). But Jesus informed Peter that he 
would from now on be catching men. Peter immediately left everything behind and followed Jesus. 

 

Paul describes himself as “a Jew, born at Tarsus in Cili′cia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gama′li-el, educated 
according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as you all are this day” (Acts 22:3). Paul was 
well educated in the strictest interpretation of the Jewish law, understood philosophy and was quite zealous as a young 
man. Recall, also, that prior to becoming a convert to Christianity, he “persecuted the church of God violently and tried to 
destroy it” (Galatians 1:13). In many ways, Paul would have been seen as the most unlikely person to be chosen to be a pillar 
of the Church, because he so vigorously opposed it at first. He even supported the killing of Saint Stephen, the first Christian 
martyr. 
 

Though each of these men would have been considered by many as very unlikely founders of the Christian Church, this is 
exactly what they became. Paul, after his conversion, traveled far and wide to preach the Gospel, founding several new 
Churches throughout Asia Minor and Europe. Eventually he was arrested in Jerusalem, brought to Rome for trial and was 
beheaded. Over half of the New Testament books are attributed to Paul and half of the Acts of the Apostles detail Paul’s 
missionary journeys. Paul is especially known for his missionary activity to the Gentiles, those who were not Jews. 

 

Peter’s role was truly a unique one. His name was changed from “Simon” to “Peter” by Jesus. Recall Jesus saying, “And I 
tell you, you are Peter (Petros), and on this rock (petra) I will build my church…(Matthew 16:18). “Peter” in Greek is Petros. 
However, the Greek word petra means a rock as a solid formation that is fixed, immovable, and enduring. Therefore, Jesus 
chose to make Peter a solid foundation of immovable rock on which the Church was to be built. 

 

You, too, have been called by our Lord to a unique mission within the Church that has not been entrusted to another. In 
your own way, God wants to use you to reach certain people with the Gospel as He did with Saint Paul. And like Saint Peter, 
God wants to continue to establish His Church upon you and your faith. 

 

Reflect, today, upon these two holy and unique pillars of our Church. As you do, ponder how God may want to use you to 
continue their mission in this world. Though Saints Peter and Paul are among the greatest and most consequential Christians 
within our world, their mission must continue, and you are among the instruments that God wants to use. Commit yourself 
to this mission so that the preaching of the Gospel and the rock foundation of our Church will remain strong within our day 
and age just as it was of old. 

 A reflection for  the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul (Year C) 
www.mycatholic.life 

 PARISH NOTICES 

CONFESSIONS IN SOUTHAMPTON 
 

When the Sacrament of Confession is not available on 
Saturdays here is a list of times at local churches: 

 

St Edmunds’/St Joseph: Confession is offered half an hour 
before every Mass (Sundays and weekdays), aside from the 
11am Saturday Mass in St Edmund’s where confession takes 
place after the Mass. Mass times are as below: 
St Edmunds: Tue 10.00 / Thu 12.15 / Mon-Wed-Friday 19.00 
 Sat 11.00 / Sun 9.00/11.00/19.00 
St Joseph: Sat 18.15 / 10.00 
St Boniface: Fri: 10:30 – 11:30  Sat: 10:30 – 11:30 & 18.00 
Sun: 8:30, 10:30 & 17.00 

St Patrick: Fri 18.00 - 18.40 Sat 17.00-17.40. 

Christ the King: By individual arrangement 

 

CLEANING IN THE CHURCH & PARISH HALL 
 

Millie, our cleaner is on annual leave until the end of July. 
We need a few volunteers to keep an eye on the 
cleanliness of the premises during these weeks. If you can 
help please contact the office. 
office@immaculateconception.church 

 

FORMING LIFE IN CHRIST – EVENTS FOR CATECHISTS 
 

An opportunity to meet online and build a community of 
support with other catechists in the diocese, helping each 
other to better participate in Jesus’s mission of introducing 
disciples into his Filial relationship with the Father. The 
remaining date is: Thursday 10th July, 8pm -9pm. For more 
information please email: ffm@ portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

https://ref.ly/Luke%205.8;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Acts%2022.3;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Gal%201.13;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2016.18;rsvce?t=biblia
mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
mailto:office@immaculateconception.church


CONGRATULATIONS  
 

Congratulations to our First Communion Families and 
Catechists for a wonderful celebration last weekend. Also 
special thanks to the team who worked hard throughout the 
year to prepare the children. Mary Gobbi has already posted 
photos of the children and a recording of the event is 
downloadable from this link until the 29th July. 
https://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur/archive/rec
ordings/M0sv3BhFXUY5pPG 

Registration for next year's (2025-26)  FHC is now open, 
with an official closing date on Monday 15th September, so 
please hand in your form no later than Sun, 14th September. 
 

You MUST attend one of the introductory dates, either 5th 
July or 13th September, 11am in the church  
 

First Holy Communion candidates should be over the age 
of 8 or in year 4 or above at school and they should register 
for the programme taking place at the parish in which they 
would normally attend Mass. They should be attending 
Mass with their family as regularly as possible.  Registration 
forms for the programme at Immaculate Conception are 
available from the parish office by email, from the parish 
website or  from the church porch.  Completed forms 
together with a passport-style photo should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox or to the parish office. 

 

RCIA -  RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
 

If you are interested in exploring and finding out more 
about the Catholic Faith, please speak to Fr. Anthony; 
Deacon Gerard or email 
office@immaculateconception.church 
We are currently planning on restarting towards the end of 
September 2025.  If you know someone who might be 
interest in joining, please share the above details. 

 

VACANCY OF PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Immaculate Conception Church, Southampton 
20-25 hrs per week. 

 

This is a pivotal role in supporting the parish priest, 
providing a sympathetic and efficient focal point for 
enquiries, liaising with parishioners and managing all 
aspects of administration to ensure the smooth day to day 
running of the parish.  Full details will be published soon on 
the diocesan website at: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-
us/people/careers/ 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: PETER'S PENCE 
 

Peter’s Pence is the name for the financial support offered 
by the faithful to the Holy Father as a sign of their sharing in 
the concern of the Successor of Peter for the many different 
needs of the Universal Church, and for the relief of those 
most in need. 
 

The faithful’s offerings to the Holy Father are destined to 
Church needs, humanitarian initiatives and social promotion 
projects, as well as to the support of the Holy See. 

The practice of providing material support to those charged 
with preaching the Gospel is as old as Christianity itself. 

MOM AND TODDLER FUN 
Parish Hall, Wednesday 16th July 

 

Come along for Mom and Toddler Fun  after Mass and 
enjoy a relaxed morning of fun activities for moms and 
preschoolers, meet other families, and help us plan future 
events. All are welcome! 
For more information please contact Kanta: 

Kreza@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk    07825 513195 

 

COMMUNITY HUB 
 

Thursday mornings 10:30 am to 12:30 pm in the parish hall 
 

Looking for a friendly place to relax, chat, and connect with 
others? Come along to the Thursday Community Hub, every 
Thursday. Enjoy a warm welcome, tea and coffee, and a mix 
of light activities each week. Whether you want a quiet chat 
or to join in something new, there’s something for 
everyone. No need to book – just drop in and join us! 
Programme: 

3/7 Cook yummy Cantonese sauce 

10/7 Nagomi Art 

17/7 Board games 

24/7 Fun exercises 

31/7 Nagomi Art 

7/8 Summer Break (no activity ) 

14/8 Game day (TBC) 

21/8 Game day(TBC) 

28/8 Calligraphy (TBC) 

For more information please contact: 

Kreza@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk     07825 513195 

 

COOKING SESSION 
 

Every Monday · 11:00 AM–1:30 PM 
 

Our Monday sessions are rolling on through to August 31st, 
and we’re serving up more fun, flavour, and kitchen 
confidence each week. Join us on every Monday,  for 
Comfort Cooking—the perfect way to kick off a season of 
delicious discovery!  
Recipes for next Monday:  

Free form asparagus and potato tart                                   Classic Quiche 

Lorraine                                   Green bean almond and peach salad 
 

Bring a friend, drop in, or register here: 
https://tinyurl.com/3us9phu2 
For more information please contact: 

Kreza@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk     07825 513195 
 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE 
E NEWS & JOB VACANCIES 

Activities, events, news and job 
vacancies from around the Diocese. 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue495 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

Street Pastors are looking for a full-time administrator. 
https://streetpastors.org/locations/southampton/about-

us/vacancies/ 

 

https://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur/archive/recordings/M0sv3BhFXUY5pPG
https://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur/archive/recordings/M0sv3BhFXUY5pPG
mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-us/people/careers/
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/about-us/people/careers/
mailto:Kreza@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:Kreza@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://tinyurl.com/3us9phu2
mailto:Kreza@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

