
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH              

25th May 2025  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.  

 Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  John 14:27 

Our Parish vision is to bring people closer to Christ 
by inviting, welcoming, nurturing and nourishing everyone 

Address: 346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 
Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 
Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, (Reg Charity No: 1199568) 

Bank details: CDP, Immaculate Conception Church 
  Sort Code: 30-93-04 
   Account No: 00887995 

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Chiatu 
Parish Deacon:  Dcn Gerard Dailly 
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 
University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Laura Sparmann 
(safeguarding@immaculateconception.church) 
Parish Secretary: Cecilia Kovacs (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: After 10 am Mass on Saturdays 
Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN NEXT WEEK: Tuesday/Friday 10:00-5 pm, Wednesday/Thursday 1 - 5pm 
 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT 
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days Times & Liturgies Mass Intentions 
Sun 25 May SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.30 am 

10.30 am 

Mass  
Mass  

Naomi Philpot RIP 
 

Mon 26 May St Philip Neri, Priest, Founder  NO MASS  

Tue 27 May ST AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY, 
Bishop 

10.00 am Eucharistic service  

Wed 28 May of the 6th Week of Easter 10.00 am Eucharistic service  

Thu 29 May THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 10.00 am 
7.30pm  

Mass 
Mass 

Eileen Frances Kingwell RIP 

Fri 30 May of the 6th Week of Easter after 
Ascension 

9.00 am 
9.300 am 
10.00 am 

Eucharistic adoration 
Rosary 
Mass 

Siobhan&Alex& family – Blessing 
in their new home in Portswood 

Sat 31 May THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY 

10.00am  Mass Una Collings 

Sun 1 June SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.30 am 
 
10.30 am 

Mass  
 
Mass  

Deceased members of the 
McCarthy & Sheridan family 
Krystyna and Adam Madej 

 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY           NEXT WEEK IN THE PARISH 

 
 

1st Reading: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
Psalm: Ps 67(66):2-3. 5. 6, 8. ℟4 
2nd Reading: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 
Gospel: John 14:23-29 

Tues 27th Tea & Coffee after 10 am service – parish hall 
Wed 28th No Student Adoration! 
Thu 29th Caritas activity group– 11 am  

Sat 31st  First Holy Communion session 

Sun 1st Uganda Mass and Cultural Day - 10.30 mass with food after 
service  

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
1st June: Catholic Communications Network 

 

LOVING THE TRINITY 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our dwelling with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; yet the word you hear is not mine but that 

of the Father who sent me.” John 14:23–24 
 

The Father and the Son are One. Their unity is perfect in every way. They share one divine nature. Yet they are distinct 
Persons. They are not only perfectly united as One God, they are also able to be in a loving communion of unity with each 
other. The mystery of the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is a mystery so deep that we will never fully comprehend 
Them. They are the “unknowable God” Whom we seek to know. Thus, our relationship with God is an ongoing journey by 
which we plunge ourselves into this mystery more deeply every day and through eternity. 
 

Today’s Gospel gives us a glimpse into the glorious unity of God, but it goes further. It also reveals the desire in the Heart 
of God to come and dwell within us. If we love God and keep His Word, the Trinity will come to us and dwell within us. 

https://tinyurl.com/mzv9xa9f
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/


“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with 
him.” This invitation given to us to share in the unity of God is also a mystery too deep for words. 
 
As a child, perhaps you were taught about the mystery of the Trinity by being shown a three-leaf clover. Each petal 
represents one of the divine Persons, but the whole leaf represents Their unity. We benefit from this simplistic imagery to 
help us begin to understand Who God is. But in reality, there is only one thing that will help to fully reveal God’s very Self to 
us. What is that one thing? It is exactly what Jesus spoke about: Loving obedience to the Word of God. 
 

Obedience to the Word of God is the best expression of love we can offer to God. This is because God’s Word is Truth in its 
fullness. When we understand this Truth and live by it, then this is love. Furthermore, this form of loving obedience will 
result in something that is unimaginable. It will result in the indwelling of the Most Holy Trinity in our souls: “…and we will 
come to him and make our dwelling with him.” 
 

Though this language is clouded and mysterious, when the Most Holy Trinity comes to dwell within a person, the cloud 
begins to be lifted and the mystery begins to become known. Therefore, the only way to begin to discover this 
incomprehensible mystery of the life of the Most Holy Trinity is to allow the Trinity to dwell within you. And the only way to 
invite God to do so is through love of Him. And the only way to love Him is through obedience to the Word of God. Jesus is 
the Word of God. We especially come to know Him as the Word of God through our reading of the Scriptures and by living 
the message it proclaims.  
 

Reflect, today, upon the most central calling you have been given. That mission is to become a dwelling place for God. And 
that is only accomplished by your love of God which is expressed through obedience to His Word. Ponder obedience. Tell 
God you will obey His every command of love. Look at your actions and consider any ways that you fail in obedience to all 
that our Lord has commanded. Where you see any deviation, know that correcting that deviation is the pathway not only 
to a deeper love but also the pathway to a fuller unity with the Triune God Who seeks to unite Himself to you from within. 
 

 A reflection for the Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year C) 
www.mycatholic.life 

 PARISH NOTICES 

 

UGANDAN COMMUNITY DAY 
1st June 2025 after mass 

 

 
 

The Ugandan community of this parish will be hosting a 
lunch and cultural day after mass on the 1st June.  

Everyone are welcome. 
 

PARISH HALF TERM YOUTH DAY 
Wednesday, 28th May 2025, 10am-3pm 

 

Calling all young people 5-15 years!  

Our popular Youth Day is back this half term in the parish 
hall with games, activities and we may even do some pizza 

making. Please bring a packed lunch, drinks etc.  

 

PARENTS & GUARDIANS  - CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Now this is just a quick reminder that all children aged 4-9 
coming to the children's liturgy must now bring a 
registration form every Sunday, please collect them in the 
church porch..  
If a child does not have a completed form they will have to 
return to the church. Children under 4 are welcome but 
must be accompanied by an adult, over 18.   

 

. 

 

Please sign the CAFOD petition to the 
government to cancel debts and 
bring hope to many developing countries stricken with 
debts and interest payments, so that they are freed from 
the struggle to build schools and hospitals for their people. 
See the church foyer and the hall for signing sheets. 

 

CHILD BAPTISMS 
 

Our next baptism preparation course on the 
10th of June is open for registration, please 
contact the office if you are interested. 
office@immaculateconception.church 

 

SR CLARE MCCAFFREY RIP 
Sr Clare McCaffrey died peacefully in Southampton General 
Hospital on the 20th of May 2025.  
 

For many years Sr Clare was part of the Immaculate 
Conception Parish Ministry especially for the preparation for 
First Holy Communion. This Ministry was very dear to her 
Heart, as was the wonderful friendships which she 
experienced.  
 

Sr Clare is greatly mourned by her family, Religious family of 
the Daughters of Wisdom and many friends and associates. 
Her funeral date is not known at present and will be in 
Romsey.  
Please pray for Clare and her family - both personal and 
religious. 

 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
mailto:office@immaculateconception.church


FEAST OF ASCENSION – VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
 

29th May Thursday is the Feast of Ascension and we need 
volunteer readers and people to manage the slides for 
both the 1000 and 1930 masses.  
If you can offer help please contact Mary Gobbi: 
worship@immaculateconception.church 
 

 

PARISH MAINTENANCE MORNING 
 

 Saturday 07th June 10:30-12:00 

 

The maintenance team are looking for volunteers 
to come and help keep the church and its grounds 
up together. There are jobs for all ages and skill 
sets that need to be carried out including gardening, litter 
picking, painting, cleaning, checking locks and lights.   
Any help would be much appreciated!  
Contact the office or Tom Churchill. 

 

FUNERAL NOTICE -  CHRISTINE COOKSON 
 

Christine (Chris) Cookson's requiem mass will be on  
Friday 30th May 2025 at 10am at Our Lady of the 
Assumption Church, 1 Freegrounds Rd, Hedge End, SO30 
0HG followed by 11:45am committal at Southampton 
Crematorium - West Chapel. Then we return to Our Lady of 
the Assumption Church hall for refreshments. All welcome. 

 

CHARITY AND VOLUNTEER NETWORKING EVENT 
Saturday 7th  June, 2:30pm-4:30pm 

St John the Baptist Parish in Andover (SP10 3AD) 
 

Caritas is inviting you to a charity and volunteer networking 
event to connect with people in the Diocese passionate 
about social justice and supporting their community.  

 

This is an opportunity to:  

• Chat to different charities to hear more about their 
work and volunteering opportunities on offer. 

• Explore ideas for your own parish by chatting to staff 
and volunteers about projects already running in the 
Diocese, as well as the chance to look around the 
Andover foodbank. 

• Find out how Caritas can support you in your parish or 
school to help your local community.  

 

Everyone welcome. There is plenty of parking at the parish 
and close by and it is a less than 10-minute walk from the 
station. For more information and a flyer visit 
https://caritasportsmouth.org.uk 
 or email caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE 
E NEWS & JOB VACANCIES 

Activities, events, news and job 
vacancies from around the Diocese. 

https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue492 

 

Vocations Prayer Newsletter May 2025 
https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/8bPQ6M8bh?langua
geTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af 

 

CONFESSIONS IN SOUTHAMPTON 
 

When the Sacrament of Confession is not available on 
Saturdays (e.g. there is a Eucharistic Service),  here is a list 
of times at local churches: 

 

St Edmunds’/St Joseph: Confession is offered half an hour 
before every Mass (Sundays and weekdays), aside from the 
11am Saturday Mass in St Edmund’s where confession takes 
place after the Mass. Mass times are as below: 
St Edmunds: Tue 10.00 / Thu 12.15 / Mon-Wed-Friday 19.00 
 Sat 11.00 / Sun 9.00/11.00/19.00 
St Joseph:  Sat 18.15 / 10.00 

 

St Boniface confession times:  Fri: 10:30 – 11:30  
    Sat: 10:30 – 11:30 & 18.00 
    Sun: 8:30, 10:30 & 17.00 

 

St Patrick confession times: Fri 18.00 - 18.40 
          Sat 17.00-17.40. 

 

Christ the King: By individual arrangement 

 

Please join us for a mini-retreat of spiritual renewal either 
in person or live-streamed. 

 

This month’s guest speaker is popular conference speaker 
Jenny Baker, Leader of Celebrate Trust and well known for 
presenting CaFé formation DVD resources for parishes and 
schools. 
 

Live meeting:  
St Philip Howard Church, Fareham PO14 1ND  

 

Travel directions: 
www.catholicchurchfareham.org.uk/services Booking not 
necessary. Please bring picnic lunch to share. 

 

Live-stream: (10.00am to 1.00pm only)  
scan the QR code or go to 

www.youtube.com/@sacredheartfareham5627 

 and click on Live. Registration not necessary. 

 

Timetable for 31st May (approx. timings) 

• 10.00am Holy Mass 

• 10.45am Break (Rosary live-streamed) 

• 11.15am Introduction, Praise & Worship 

• 11.40am Prophecy and Testimony 

• 12.00 noon Main Talk and Prayer 

• 1.00pm Shared lunch. End of Live-streaming 

• 1.45pm Adoration, Confession, Prayer Ministry 

• 3.30pm End of meeting 

 

mailto:worship@immaculateconception.church
https://caritasportsmouth.org.uk/
mailto:caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue492
https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/8bPQ6M8bh?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af
https://portsmouthvocations.org/so/8bPQ6M8bh?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af
http://www.youtube.com/@sacredheartfareham5627


 
 

 

HOLY SPIRIT NOVENA 
 

 The Vicariate for Evangelisation is hosting an online novena 
to the Holy Spirit 8pm from Friday 30th May with two 
additional talks on Saturday 31st May and Wednesday 4th 
June. Everyone is welcome to join us as we prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

 

Holy Spirit Day: The Vicariate for Evangelisation is also 
working with Charis Portsmouth to host a Holy Spirit day on 
Saturday 7th June at English Martyrs Church, Reading 
starting with a 9:30am Mass and finishing with lunch. 
 All are welcome, whether you are attending the Novena or 
not. 

 

To register click here: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/qn3kPjHLR6uQ06beO91jy
A#/registration  or email ffm@portmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

 
 

 
 

LAUDATO SI’ WEEK - 24-31ST MAY 
 
10 years ago, Pope Francis wrote Laudato Si’, setting out a 
bold vision for our common home. This year we celebrate 10 
years of prayer and action together and look ahead to an 
even brighter future.  

 
Laudato Si published a chaplet too that can be downloaded: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iws9IAMTuptf_7duJvLnLSil

YKMmnWQm/view 
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