
4TH SEPTEMBER 2022 
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C 
“none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions” 

Luke 14:11 

Immaculate Conception Church 
Within the Pastoral Area of Southampton East 
346 Portswood Road, Southampton, SO17 3SB 

Tel: (023) 8055 5470 
Website: www.immaculateconception.church 
Email: office@immaculateconception.church 

Facebook: Immaculate Conception Church, Portswood 

Parish Priest: Fr Antony Gatt  
Hospital Chaplaincy: (023 8120 8517) 

University Chaplain: Sr Emelliana Silva (07426 000213) 
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Saunders 

Parish Secretary: Rachel Brady (023 8055 5470) 
Confessions: After 10 am Mass on Saturdays 
Hall Bookings: contact the parish secretary 

ALL MASSES ADVERTISED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO JOIN LIVE, ONLINE AT  
www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur 

Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 
1st Reading: 
Wisdom 9:13-18 
Psalm: 
89:3-6,12-14,17 
2nd Reading: 
Philemon 1:9-10,12-17 
Gospel:   
Luke 14:25-33 

Sun 04 Sept TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

8.30 am  
10.30 am  

Daniel O’Brien 
James & Kathleen Earl RIP 

Mon 05 Sept Feria - No Mass 

Tues 06 Sept Feria 10.00 am Ewelina Rosik RIP 

Wed 07 Sept Feria 11.30 am No Mass 

Thur 08 Sept The Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

10.00 am Mass 

Fri 09 Sept St Peter Claver 9.30 am 
10.00 am 

Rosary 
Mass 

Sat 10 Sept Our Lady on Saturday 10.00 am Mass 

Sun 11 Sept TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

8.30 am  
10.30 am  

- 
Michael Brady RIP 

 

CHILDRENS’ LITURGY AT 10.30 MASS  
Will begin again next Sunday 11th September for 
children 4-7 (pre first Holy Communion) 
 
At the moment we have only 2 catechists and, with the 
increasing numbers of children, this is not enough. We 
desperately need more help. 
 
You will not be asked to run or prepare anything 
(unless you would like to) but just be there to talk to 
and encourage the children as they discover the 
teachings of Jesus using videos music games and craft. 
PLEASE SPEAK TO SUE DEADMAN or contact the parish 
office.  
 
The children really enjoy and look forward to this and 
gain so much from mixing together and sharing their 
ideas and thoughts about Jesus and his teachings. 
 PLEASE COME AND JOIN US.    If we could put 
together a team that would be wonderful. 

 

DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH VOCATIONS 
NEWSLETTER 
With a focus this month on marriage and vocations 
outside of the priesthood 
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/05OBo-
n2O?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-
a4a3-1108ca4991af#/main 

 
 

TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASSES 
SUNDAYS - Please join us in the hall for refreshments 
after the Sunday 10.30 am Mass this weekend. 
TUESDAYS - Please join us in the hall on  
Tuesdays after Mass for coffee.  A friendly welcome 
awaits you. 

 

A BIG CLEAR OUT! 
We have a big skip on the premises until this 
Wednesday 7th September, to clear out all sorts of junk 
and rubbish which has built up over the years from the 
garage, shed, church basement, church porch, church 
balcony and the hall. 
Please stay after Mass today to help fill it!  We have a 
few larger, heavier items, so some muscles would be 
good!! 

 

BOOKSHOP 
Help is needed to open the bookshop after Masses on 
Sundays.  If you would be willing to help, please 
contact the office.  As Susie is not around for a few 
weeks and there is no-one currently to run it, the 
bookshop will be closed unless we can get more 
support.  Please contact the parish office if you could 
help.  Thanks 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS NEXT WEEK 
Wed & Thurs 9.30 am – 5 pm 
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Total Surrender 
 “Which of you wishing to construct a tower 
does not first sit down and calculate the cost 
to see if there is enough for its 
completion?”  Luke 14:28 
 

Are you prepared for all that the Lord wants of 
you?  This short rhetorical question above is Jesus’ 
way of saying that you ought to be prepared.  If you 
were to build a tower you would hopefully be 
prudent enough to plan ahead, making sure you had 
enough resources for its completion.  So it is with the 
spiritual life.  It is essential that we make sure we 
have all the resources we need to make the choice to 
follow Christ. 
 
This raises the question, “What resources do I need 
to follow Christ?”  The answer is simple.  Jesus says 
at the end of this Gospel, “In the same way, anyone 
of you who does not renounce all his possessions 
cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33).  In other words, 
if we want to have all that we need to fulfil the will of 
God in our lives, we must surrender everything to 
God. 
 
Being a disciple of Christ is not something we can do 
half-heartedly, even though there are many who 
attempt this.  When we choose to follow Him, it 
must be wholehearted.  We must be “all in,” so to 
speak.  Otherwise, we will never be able to 
accomplish all that our Lord asks of us.  He is a 
demanding God in the sense that He wants 
everything from us.  But this demand on the part of 
our Lord is completely for our own good.  We need 
to give Him everything if we want happiness and 
fulfillment in life. 
 
Reflect, today, upon how ready and willing you are 
to give every last part of your life to Christ.  Are you 
willing to say “Yes” to Him no matter what?  Are you 
willing to hold nothing back and “renounce all your 
possessions” if He were to ask?  You may possess 
many things, and even though our Lord may not call 
you to give up all possessions in a literal and physical 
way, you must still surrender everything you have 
and everything you are to Him.  Only then can He 
give you what you need to accomplish His most 
glorious will. 
 

A reflection for 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 
My Catholic Life, www.mycatholic.life.com 

 
 
 
 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS:–  
TODAY SUNDAY 4TH September –Pakistan Floods 
Appeal 
Devastating floods have hit Pakistan, leaving millions in 
urgent need of help to survive. A third of the country is 
now underwater (that’s an area almost the size of Great 
Britain). Your donation will help CAFOD’s local partners 
support communities with clean drinking water, food, 
emergency medical assistance and shelter. Please pray 
for those affected.  You can also support the Aid 
efforts by donating at the second collection today, or 
via the card payment machine in the church porch, or 
on line via CAFOD at  
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Pakistan-
floods 
 
NEXT SUNDAY 11th September – Education Sunday 
 
Any donations can be made in cash, by cheque or 
using our card payment machine in the church porch.  
 
The Parish Bank Account details are:  
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church, 
Sort Code: 30-93-04,  Account No: 00887995 

 

IMPORTANT 

If you are registered with the parish for 

Gift Aid 
In the case that you bring cash or cheques to 
the church for the collections please put 
your donation in your PURPLE ENVELOPES.  
These should be marked with 

 your name 

 your Gift Aid number 

 Either “Offertory” OR the name of the 
special/second collection you want to 
donate it to. 

Please contact the parish office urgently if 
you require Purple Envelopes and they 
will be made available for you to collect 
with your gift aid number written on them. 
 
Note that if we cannot identify your donation correctly 
we may not be able to use it to claim gift aid. 

 

INFORMATION & SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH 
DEMENTIA AND OTHER CONGNITIVE IMPAREMENTS 

Mini ‘Demfest’ 
Hosted by the Romsey Dementia Action Group - a team 
of dedicated volunteers who aim to increase awareness 
of dementia and help to improve the lives of those 
living with dementia in THE local area  

Sunday 11th September 2022, 10 am – 3 pm 
Crosfield Hall, Broadwater Road, Romsey 
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ST ANNE’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM 
COLLEGE PREPARES FOR 

EDUCATION SUNDAY, 11TH SEPTEMBER. 
  

The students and their families of St Anne’s Catholic 
School and Sixth Form College in central Southampton 
are looking forward to starting our new academic year. 
Please pray for us and all Catholic Schools in the region 
this week as we lead up to Education Sunday on the 
11th September. The theme for Education Sunday is 
“enlightening the mind” which we, along with all 
Catholic Schools, strive to do well, along with softening 
our hearts and preparing our hands for service. We 
thank God for the exceptional GCSE and A Level exam 
results we have achieved this summer which help 
prepare our young people to meet our vision 
statement to “Be at the Heart of our rapidly changing 
World, revealing God’s Love”: over 80% of pupils 
achieved 4 or above in English and maths, putting us 
among the top achievers in the region and country. 
Also as the only Catholic Sixth Form College in the 
Southampton area, we are uniquely placed to support 
our Catholic families with the next steps beyond GCSE. 
Although oversubscribed, Catholic students get priority 
admission at both year 7 and year 12. We may still be 
able to place some students for a September start this 
year, so please get in touch so we can see how we may 
serve you. Due to our outcomes and our reputation, 
there is the misconception that we are an independent 
school so we want to reassure all that we are a state 
school and there is no cost for admission to the school 
or sixth form college. Our website can be found 
at: www.st-annes.uk.com. 

 

RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE PILGRIMAGE TOUR 
Visiting St John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth 
9.30 am on Thursday 8th September until 10 am on 
Friday 9th September 
Visit the Cathedral at any time of the day or night for 
this opportunity for prayer and healing.   
Due to high numbers expected, if possible, please 
register your attendance and a time slot beforehand at 
www.stbernadette.org.uk/the-tour/  

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO FR ANTONY 
This weekend is Fr Antony’s last celebration of Sunday 
Mass with us as parish priest.  Our grateful thanks goes 
to you, Fr Antony, for your thoughtful and dedicated 
ministry as part of our parish community over the past 
14 years.  You will be very much in our thoughts and 
prayers as we say good bye and wish you all God’s 
blessings for the next ‘new beginning’ and a very happy 
retirement. 

 

FAREWELL PARTY FOR FR ANTONY 
Saturday 10th September, 2.00 pm 
Starting with an informal gathering the church, 
including a short simple liturgy and the presentation of 
a gift to Fr Antony.  Followed by food and drink served 
from the hall afterwards. 
We would welcome contributions of food – sweet or 
savoury – to share.  There will be a sign up sheet in the 
porch after Masses this weekend. 
 
It would be useful to have a rough idea of numbers to 
help with the organisation.  If you are likely to be 
attending, if possible please let Anastasia know after 
Mass this weekend in the church porch.  However, this 
is not a ticket event and it will be great to see as many 
parishioners with us as possible on the day. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution towards a gift 
for Fr Antony, please put your donation in an 
enveloped marked clearly as ‘Fr Antony, farewell gift’ 
and place in the collection baskets at/after Masses.  
Alternatively, you can make a donation by credit/debit 
card, using the card machine in the church porch.   
YOUR DONATION CAN BE GIFT AIDED using the card 
machine, or if you are a regular gift aider – please 
include your gift aid number on your envelope. 
Gift Aiding means that if you are a tax payer, your 
donation will be boosted by 25% via tax relief from 
HMRC directly to the church. 

 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE 
E NEWS 

Activities, events, news 
and job vacancies from 
around the Diocese,  

                locally and further afield. 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue375?e=34c
55ac6ce 
To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and 
the Bishop please follow us on: 

 Facebook: @PortsmouthRC  

 LinkedIn: Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth 

 Twitter: @PortsmouthRC 
The Diocesan website: 

 https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 
If you have news that you would like to share with the 
rest of the Diocese, please contact: 
communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
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RECRUITMENT 
IN THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH 

 
PLANNED GIVING OFFICER 
Permanent, Full time, 35 hours per week 
Based in St Edmund’s House, Bishop Crispian Way, 
Portsmouth PO1 3QA 
Salary: £25,000 – £30,000 per annum depending on 
skills and experience. 
Implementing fundraising initiatives to develop and 
deliver innovative stewardship programmes across our 
Diocese.  Work alongside parishes, programmes and 
projects to secure key funding revenue, overseeing a 
portfolio of fundraising tools including digital giving 
(contactless and online), stewardship resources and 
legacy bequests. 
For full job description and details of how to apply 
please contact: 
Recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
If you would like a confidential discussion about the 
role please contact: Chris Smith – Director of 
Communications and Fundraising, 
csmith@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
023 9421 6514 
Closing date for applications: 12 noon on Wednesday 
28th September 2022  

 

HEAD OF CHARITY - CARITAS 
Full time role 
Salary up to £45k depending on experience. 
You will be responsible for building and supporting a 
network of volunteers to develop and deliver local 
projects across our parishes and schools which reflects 
local need. 
Generating sources of funding for projects is an integral 
part of the role and working with the Diocesan Grant 
and Trust Officer the postholder will build constructive 
and positive working relationships with funders. 
Closing date for applications: 12 noon on Friday 9th 
September 2022 
For full details and how to apply please contact: 
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
Full details of these roles can also be found in E news – 
see link 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue375?e=34c
55ac6ce 

 
SPRINGHILL CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
SOUTHAMPTON 
ASSISTANT SITE MANAGER 
30-37 hours/week, 52 weeks/year.  To start asap. 
Involves caretaking, routine maintenance, moving & 
handling, cleaning and a flexible approach.  Full details of 
this role can be found on the noticeboard in the church 
porch or on the school website at the following link: 
https://www.springhillcatholic.co.uk/Staff-Vacancies/ 
Informal enquiries welcomed. 
Closing date:  12 noon, 5th September 2022. 

 

JOIN US TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT CAFOD’S 
WORLD FOOD CRISIS APPEAL 

 Saturday 10th September 
Online meeting, 10:30 am to 12:30pm 
Catherine Ogolla CAFOD’s Country Representative 
for Kenya and Uganda will give an update on 
the  desperate situation in East Africa. 

 Saturday 17th September  
St Bede’s church hall, 10:30am to 12 noon 
Ibrahim Njuguna CAFOD’s Surge Country 
Representative for Africa will talk about the World 
Food Crisis and the difficulties facing communities in 
East Africa. 

Please book your place for either meeting by 
contacting Jo Lewry on 07710094447 or e mail:  
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk. 

 

 
 

Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling in 
their Marriages 
Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or 
have you just stopped talking to each other? Does 
talking about it only make it worse? 
 
Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who 
have difficulties in their marriage. It brings a positive 
focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your 
marriage. Tens of thousands of couples headed for 
divorce have successfully saved their marriages by 
attending and using the tools provided.  The 
programme helps spouses uncover or re-awaken the 
love, trust and commitment that originally brought 
them together. It helps them through difficult times 
whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There 
is no group therapy or group work. 
 
For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to 
register for the next programme commencing with a 
Virtual weekend on 13 - 16 October 2022 or a Face to 
Face weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 24 - 26 
February 2023, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 
380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

 

To commemorate the visit of The Relics of St 
Bernadette, THE CATHOLIC HERALD has a very special 
introductory subscription rate of 3 months for only £3, 
which gives you the opportunity to try it out with no 
obligation for only £1 per issue (usual price £5).  Or 
using the code PAR2022 will get you £5 off a full 12 
month print and digital subscription. You can order 
online at https://catholicherald.co.uk/purchase-a-
subscription or telephone Margaret on 0203 882 94332 
or Rebecca on 0207 082 6529. 
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