
6th MARCH 2022 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C 

“Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit through the wilderness being tempted 
there by the devil for forty days.” 

Luke 4:1 
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Date Solemnities & Feast days 
Mass 
Times 

Mass details & intentions 

THIS SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 
1st Reading: 
Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Psalm: 90:1-2,10-15 
2nd Reading: 
Romans 10:8-13 
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
 

Sun 06 Mar FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 8.30 am  
10.30 am  

†Gorham Family RIP 
Irena & Stanislaw Darlak 

Mon 07 Mar of the 1st week of Lent - No Mass  

Tues 08 Mar of the 1st week of Lent 10.00 am †Danny & Jean Dowds RIP 

Wed 09 Mar of the 1st week of Lent - No Mass 

Thur 10 Mar of the 1st week of Lent - No Mass 
Fri 11 Mar of the 1st week of Lent 9.30 am Rosary 

Sat 12 Mar of the 1st week of Lent 10.00 am  †Bill Chandler RIP 

Sun 13 Mar SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 8.30 am  
 

10.30 am  

Zbignew Wolas RIP & Urszula 
Wolas 70th birthday 
†Terry Gurd RIP 

Mon 14 Mar of the 2nd week of Lent - No Mass NEXT SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 
1st Reading: 
Genesis 15:5-12,17-18 
Psalm: 26:1,7-9,13-15 
2nd Reading: 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Gospel: Luke 9:28-36 

 

Tues 15 Mar of the 2nd week of Lent 10.00 am Thanksgiving 
Wed 16 Mar of the 2nd week of Lent 11.00 am Funeral – Maureen Healy 

Thur 17 Mar St Patrick - No Mass 

Fri 18 Mar of the 2nd week of Lent 9.30 am Rosary 
Sat 19 Mar St Joseph 10.00 am  †Gerard Perrin RIP 

Sun 20 Mar THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 8.30 am  
10.30 am  

†Mary Roddan RIP 

TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASSES 
Please join us in the hall for refreshments 
after the Sunday 10.30 am Masses 

 
CAKE SALE 
On Sunday 6th March after the 10.30 am Mass, we are 
beginning our monthly cake sales again.  Volunteers are 
needed to make cakes.  Please bring any cakes to the 
church hall at least 15 minutes for Mass starts.  Please 
bring cash to buy cakes!  All proceeds to the general 
parish funds. 
We also need volunteers to help sell the 
cakes.  If you are able to help in any 
way, please contact Maria Maddocks 
on 07835121496 or speak to her or 
Gemma Siddons after Mass.  All 
support very much appreciated. 
 
THERE ARE ALSO SMALL PLANTS FOR SALE….. 
With funds going to the Caritas Ukraine appeal. 
 

 

PARISHIONER QUESTIONS & QUERIES 
Parish Council reps in the porch after Masses this 
weekend & next: 
      5/6 Mar 12/13 Mar 

• Saturday 10 am –      Mary     Steve 

• Sunday 8.30 am –      Maria    Adrian 

• Sunday 10.30 am –      Edilson    David 
 
…..to either answer questions or take them away and 
get back to you with responses. Please do use these 
members of our parish community so that we can 
continue to give Fr Antony the back-up he will need 
over the coming months to lighten his workload.  

 
LENT SERVICES 
Details of services during lent are detailed on the sheet 
available in the church porch and also available on the parish 
website. 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED FOR 2 WEEKS 
(Parish Secretary on Annual Leave) 

mailto:office@immaculateconception.church
http://www.churchservices.tv/portswoodchur


Temptation is Real, and Painful 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for 
forty days, to be tempted by the devil.  Luke 4:1–2a 

 
What a painful experience for Jesus.  If you really think 
about this, it can be difficult to understand…at least at 
first.  Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Creator of 
the Universe, the great I AM, the second Person of the 
Most Holy Trinity, is in the desert, suffering for forty days 
while He is tempted by the devil and living among the 
wild beasts.  Why in the world would He do this and why 
would God the Father allow it to happen?  And what’s 
more, it says that it was actually the Holy Spirit who drove 
Jesus into the desert to experience this painful 40 days!  
 
Perhaps we rarely reflect upon all that Jesus endured and 
all that He suffered in His human life.  Sure, we think 
about the Crucifixion at times, but even that is often 
overshadowed by our knowledge that He rose.  It’s easy 
to miss the suffering He experienced throughout His 
life.  And it’s easy to miss the reason He went through all 
that He did go through in His humanity. 
 
So what’s it all about?  It’s about love for us all.  It’s about 
God loving us so much that He was willing to endure 
every form of hardship and human suffering that enters 
into our lives.  It’s about God being able to look us square 
in the face and say, “Yes, I do understand what you’re 
going through…I really do.”  This is love.  It’s a love so 
deep that God Himself was willing to experience our 
weaknesses and pain so that He would be able to meet us 
there, console us in the midst of whatever we are going 
through, and gently lift us out of it to the new life He has 
in store for us.  Again, this is Love! 
 
The Spirit “led” (Matthew’s and Luke’s versions) and 
even “drove” (Mark’s version) Jesus out into the desert. 
This was a way of telling us that this experience was the 
plan and will of God.  It wasn’t something imposed upon 
Jesus by some strange happenstance.  It wasn’t bad luck 
or an unfortunate and meaningless human suffering.  No, 
it was suffering for a purpose.  Suffering with an 
intention.  And the intention was, in part, to experience 
and embrace all that we experience and must embrace. 
 
Temptation in life is real.  It’s the result of our fallen 
human nature.  It comes from our weakness but also from 
the evil one.  Temptation can be a heavy burden and 
cause heavy emotional and psychological pain.  And when 
the temptation is given in to, it causes an even deeper 
spiritual pain.  Jesus never gave in to the temptations in 
the desert, nor did He give in to temptations at any other 
time in His life.  But He endured them and suffered them.   
 
This tells us that He can be our strength and inspiration in 
the midst of whatever we are tempted with each and 
every day.  Some days we may feel the loneliness and 
isolation of one who is driven into the desert of our 
sins.  We may feel as though the wild beasts of our 

disordered passions are getting the best of us.  We may 
feel as though the evil one is having his way with us.  Well, 
Jesus felt this way, also.  And He freely allowed Himself to 
experience this in His humanity.  It was the will of the 
Father and the working of the Holy Spirit that drove Him 
to this experience.  
 
For these reasons, it is Jesus Himself who is able to meet 
you in this desert within.  He is there, waiting for you, 
looking for you, calling to you.  He is there in the midst of 
anything and everything you may be going through.  And 
it is He, the One who defeated this desert temptation, 
who will gently guide you out.  He went to the desert to 
meet you and to bring you back.  And just as the angels 
ministered to Jesus in this desert, so also does He send 
those angels to minister to you. 
 
So whether your “desert” is only a slight agitation in life 
right now, or if it’s a struggle against complete despair, 
Jesus wants to meet you and bring you out.  He 
conquered the desert once and for all, and He is able to 
conquer any desert in your life, also. 
 

A reflection for the 1st Sunday of Lent, Year C 
My Catholic Life, www.mycatholic.life.com 

_______________________________ 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY, SUNDAY, 10.30 MASS 
Now that more children are returning  we need some 
volunteers to help.  If we get enough people we could 
work on a rota. You can be involved as much nor as 
little as you feel comfortable, just helping to supervise 
the children or running a session. Please  come along to 
a session to see what we do, or speak to us. 
Sue and David 

 

RECENTLY DIED 
Maureen Healy RIP 
Funeral to take place in the church on 
Wednesday 16th March at 11.o0 am. 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR HOUSEBOUND/SICK 
We would like to be able to include in our bidding prayers 
at Mass those who have asked to be remembered.  Due 
to GDPR and safeguarding policies, please note that if you 
would like to be added to this list, or you are asking for a 
friend or relative to be added to the list, we will need a 
note signed by the person to be included in the prayers, 
giving us permission to read out their names at Masses. 
 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE E NEWS 
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue355?e=34c55a
c6ce 
 
PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE VOCATIONS NEWSLETTER 
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/91Nz0dz2X?languageTag=en
&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af#/main 
 
 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%204.1%E2%80%932a
http://www.mycatholic.life.com/
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue355?e=34c55ac6ce
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue355?e=34c55ac6ce
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/91Nz0dz2X?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af#/main
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/91Nz0dz2X?languageTag=en&cid=8eeb309f-dcf5-4938-a4a3-1108ca4991af#/main


SECOND COLLECTIONS:–  
TODAY, SUNDAY 6th MARCH 
-  
NEXT SUNDAY 13th MARCH  
- CAFOD (option of donating to Ukraine appeal below) 
If you would specifically like your donation to go towards 
CAFODs joint appeal with Caritas to. Support those 
displaced in Ukraine, please mark your envelope 
UKRAINE.  Alternatively, you can make your donation on 
line at the following link: 

https://www.caritas.org/where-caritas-
work/europe/ukraine-spes/ 
Further details below about CAFOD/Caritas/Ukraine 

 
For all donations given in ANY envelope – purple, yellow, 
brown or your own, PLEASE MAKE IT CLEAR WHAT YOUR 
DONATION IS FOR, so that we can ensure it goes to the 
fund to which it was intended, ie General Fund (Offertory 
collection) or the name of the second collection you are 
donating to.  If you are registered with the parish for gift 
aid, please also ensure your gift aid number is given on 
the envelope.   
 
The Parish Bank Account details are:  
Name: PRCDTR Immaculate Conception Church, 
Sort Code: 30-93-04,  Account No: 00887995  

 

CAFOD Family Fast Day 11 March 
 – Small acts of love can make big things happen 
This Family Fast Day, we remember that there are many 
people who need our love and support all around the 
world.  Thanks to your generous giving on previous 
Fast Days CAFOD was able to respond very quickly to 
the current emergency by sending £100,000 to our 
partner agencies Caritas Poland, Moldova and Ukraine. 
Donating to CAFOD this Lent will enable local experts 
across the world to provide support to families in times 
of need or conflict. You can donate in church using a 
CAFOD envelope or by visiting the CAFOD 
website: cafod.org.uk/lent 
CAFOD  has launched an online appeal as well. Ukraine 
crisis: How you can help | CAFOD 

 

ECUMENICAL VIGIL TO SUPPORT THE PEOPLE OF 
UKRAINE, This Sunday 6th March, starting at 4 pm 
Queens Peace Fountain, East Park, Southampton 
Run by Southampton Council of Faiths, Carol Cunio, 
chair of SCOF, said “ We all felt it was important to give 
people the opportunity to show their support and this 
is one of several events being held in the city at the 
moment.”  
Everyone welcome.  For more information email 
southamptonfaiths@gmail.com 
 

  
LENTEN JAM JAR COIN COLLECTION 
Jam Jars for our usual Lenten collection of coins for parish 
funds are available from the church porch after weekend 
Masses.  Please do take one and to fill during Lent and 
return after Easter. 
 

CANDLES FOR SALE 
DURING LENT 
The parish fundraising 
team are selling 
attractive trays of 
candles as shown 
below, during Lent to 
raise money for parish 

funds.  Small tray £6, Large tray £9.  Sample trays can 
be viewed in the church porch after Masses and orders 
taken by the PPC rep, or by sending an e mail to the 
Parish Office. 

 
COLLECTING FOR POTIERS 
We are resuming our collection of food and home 
consumables for Potiers care, who regularly distribute to 
needy families and individuals in the Southampton area.  A 
list of particularly useful items required will be available in 
the next newsletter.  Any donations you would like to make 
can be brought to the porch and put in the marked wooden 
box in the porch. 
 

SUMMER CAMP 
Portsmouth Diocese 'Don Bosco' Boys Camp 
24th to 30th July 2022 
At St.Cassians, Kintbury,near Newbury 
£220 (some grants maybe available) 
Lots of activities - sports, competitions, outings, fun 
and games with Mass and prayer. 
Contact:  dbcamps@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

 

DIOCESAN PILTRIMAGE TO 
LOURDES 2022 

• Mon 18th July – Fri 22nd July 

• Flying from Bournemouth 

Airport 

• £675/person based on 2 people 
sharing.  Single rooms available 
at a supplement. 

• £575/youth pilgrim aged 15-35 

• Youth Pilgrims given special 
roles to support the pilgrimage 

• Full board accommodation at La Solitude Hotel 

• Leaflets available in the church porch 

• A video inviting people to join can be found at 
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/lourdes 

• Further information available by e mailing: 
lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org 
 

 

SOUTHAMPTON PHILHARMONIC CHOIR 
Performing at Winchester Cathedral 
Saturday 19th March 2022, 7.30 pm 
Please see poster in the porch for full details and tickets 
or speak to Maggs who is a member of this choir. 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.caritas.org/where-caritas-work/europe/ukraine-spes/
https://www.caritas.org/where-caritas-work/europe/ukraine-spes/
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https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Ukraine-crisis
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Ukraine-crisis
mailto:southamptonfaiths@gmail.com
http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/lourdes
mailto:lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org


 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
 

Loving God, 
we pray for the people of Ukraine, 

for all those suffering or afraid, 
that you will be close to them 

and protect them. 
 

We pray for world leaders, 
for compassion, strength and wisdom 

to guide their choices. 
 

We pray for the world, 
that in this moment of crisis, 

we may reach out in solidarity 
to our brothers and sisters in need. 

 
May we walk in your ways 
so that peace and justice 

become a reality for the people of Ukraine 
and for all the world. 

 
Amen. 

 


